
NOVEMBER 2022

MESSAGE
FROM FR. PANAGIOTIS

Calling to mind St. Paul’s admonition “in everything give thanks” (1 Thess 
5:18), St. John Chrysostom offered these final words as he ended his life: 
“Glory to God for all things!” We might expect a great saint of the Church 
to end his life in this way, with a reflection and thanksgiving for all the 
blessings he has received. However, the circumstances around St. John 
Chrysostom’s falling asleep make this utterance even more powerful than 
they seem at first glance. 

St. John was born in Antioch in the mid 4th century. There he became a 
priest and most prominent preacher in the city, gaining fame throughout 
the Byzantine Empire. He was particularly loved by the common people 
and the poor. When the episcopacy of Constantinople became vacant, 
he was brought to the capital of the empire and made Archbishop of 
Constantinople. There he continued to preach rousing sermons that 
supported the poor and needy and called the ruling elite of the capital to 
care for their neighbors.

No one was excluded from St. John’s messages of simplicity and humility, 
even the empress. When Empress Eudoxia had silver statues of herself 
installed around the city, St. John was critical. This criticism led to St. John 
being exiled, then called back from exile, before finally being exiled one last 
time. On his second exile, St. John, who was already physically frail, was 
subjected to a death march from Constantinople to the eastern edge of the 
Black Sea. Reaching the end of his strength, St. John uttered his famous 
words: “Glory to God for all things!” and reposed.
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Seeing how St. John Chrysostom ended his life with an outpouring of 
gratitude even in the midst of suffering, it is beautiful providence that we 
celebrate his falling asleep on November 13th, so close to the National 
Holiday of Thanksgiving. The example he lays down for us is that regardless 
of our circumstances, the glory of God never wanes. It is always appropriate 
to offer thanks to the Lord. 

This is a lesson that was learned well in the early years of Soviet Russia. 
Metropolitan Tyrphon of Turkestan was a bishop residing in Moscow during 
some of the worst state sanctioned persecution against the Church. As 
he watched hundreds of thousands of Churches being confiscated or 
destroyed, and clergy and lay members of the Church being executed or 
sent off to concentrations camps, he composed a long series of hymns. He 
gave this new service the title - An Akathist of Thanksgiving: Glory to God for 
all things! Obviously through this title, Metropolitan Tryphon was hoping to 
invoke the spirit of St. John’s gratitude. This service was unknown for many 
years, until it was discovered in the personal effects of Fr. Gregory Petroff, a 
priest who died in 1940 in a Soviet prison camp. 

While the Akathist of Thanksgiving: Glory to God for All Things may have an 
association with perseverance in times of extreme persecution, it is replete 
with joy. A spirit of gratitude, awe, and wonder prevail throughout the hymn. 
I can think of no other piece of hymnology that so completely articulates the 
gratitude that God’s creatures have for all that He provides. 

This year in anticipation of our national day of Thanksgiving, we will be 
gathering as a community on Tuesday, November 22nd at 7pm to sing the 
Akathist of Thanksgiving and to render Glory to God for all things. 

Glory to God For All Things
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PARISH 
COUNCIL 
UPDATE
I pray that you are all well!

Aurora Greek Fest
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parishioners that donated and 
volunteered for the Aurora Greek Fest and also for those that came to support the 
Fest.  It was a great success and as always wonderful reviews from the community.  
We also had ABC Chicago 7 News come to our festival to showcase us!  Thank you 
to all our sponsors and business owners for their generous donations.  

Lastly, I would like to thank my phenomenal committee; Alex Pagonis,  
Louie Lambrou, Mike & Anette Tsimouris and Brian McAnally.  I thank you all for 
your hard work, support and dedication.  

Building & Grounds
As you may have noticed, our parking lot needed some maintenance. One of the 
projects we had budgeted for in 2022 was new sealcoating for the Church parking lot.  
I am pleased to announce this project is complete!  Thank you to Alex Pagnois and 
Brian McAnally for there hard work to get this task completed.  
 
Parish Assembly
Please mark your calendar for November 20, 2022 to attend our Parish Assembly.  
One of the important topics on the agenda will be the approval of the 2023 budget.  
It’s important we have a quorum for voting to take place, so please plan to attend.  All 
parishioners in good standing will receive the agenda.

In closing, I would like to thank all parishioners for their continued love, support and 
generosity to our beloved Saint Athanasios!  
 
Wishing you and your family a healthy and blessed November, and a Happy 
Thanksgiving!

Foti Georgopoulos
Parish Council President
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SALVATION ARMY  
ANGEL TREE
Keep a look out for our annual Angel Tree! Please make sure to grab a 
tag off of the tree when it arrives in St Matthew’s Hall. Buy a generous gift 
from the ideas suggested on your tag and return the gifts (unwrapped) to 
the church with the tag attached.  Thank you for helping to make a child’s 
Christmas happy! 

Please contact Samantha Dulles at  
ssdulles@yahoo.com with any questions.



BOOK OF THE MONTH
Renewing You: A Priest, A Psychologist and a Plan
By: Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh, Dr. Roxanne K. Louh

Fall is a good time to renew your relationship with our Lord and to rediscover your 
spiritual growth with him.

This book is written to give you the keys to unlock areas of your life that hold you 
back from fully experiencing the renewal and transformation God has in mind for 
you. The authors, a priest and a psychologist, provide strategies in Renewing You 
to partner the principles of spiritual growth with psychological tools to help you 
discover your best self for a more positive connection to God’s purpose for you.

Visit the Saint Athanasios Bookstore soon for these favorites and also for icons and 
other gifts!



PARISH CALENDAR

COFFEE HOUR
Coffee-hour host(s) are needed! Please help us promote 
fellowship, community, and friendship following the divine 
liturgy by hosting Coffee-hour. There are several open 
dates. Please call the church office to sign-up today!

All services are live streamed on our Facebook Page & YouTube Channel.                                       
Orthros begins at 8:30am with Divine Liturgy following at 9:30am (unless otherwise noted below)   

Tuesday, November 1st  
7:30pm Discover Orthodoxy 

Wednesday, November 2nd                                                                                                                             
11am- Bible Study: The Psalms

Sunday, November 6th                                                                                                                                  
7th Sunday of Luke                                                                                                                                      
Divine Liturgy                                                                                                                                          
Coffee Hour hosted by Deligiannis Family

Monday, November 7th                                                                                                                        
7pm Vespers-Synaxis of the Archangels                                                                                                    
Holy Taxiarhai & St. Haralam-
bos Greek Orthodox Church                                                                    
7373 N. Caldwell Ave., Niles, IL. 60714

Tuesday, November 8th                                                                                                               
Synaxis of the Holy Archangels                                                                                                             
Divine Liturgy                                                                                                                                       
7pm Vespers- St. Nectarios                                                                                                                      
St. Nectarios Greek Orthodox Church                                                                                                    
133 S. Roselle Rd., Palatine, IL. 60067

Wednesday, November 9th                                                                                                  
St. Nectarios                                                                                                                                 
Divine Liturgy

Saturday, November 12th                                                                         
6pm Community Fellowship & Philoptochos 
Family Bingo Night 

Sunday, November 13th                                                                                                                 
8th Sunday of Luke                                                                                                                               
Divine Liturgy                                                                                                                                    
Coffee Hour hosted by Philoptochos

Tuesday, November 15th                                                                                 
6pm GOYA & JOY FMSC

Wednesday, November 16th                                                                                               
St. Matthew the Apostle & Evangelist                                                                                              
Divine Liturgy                                                                                                                                         
11am Bible Study                                                                                                                               
7:30pm Discover Orthodoxy

Sunday, November 20th                                                                                               
9th Sunday of Luke                                                                                                                                  
Divine Liturgy                                                                                                                                       
11am Parish Assembly                                                                                                                        
Coffee Hour hosted by Strategic Planning 
Committee
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continuing to support our initiative and providing food to those in need.  We are in need 
of volunteers to assist with drop off, please see below for details.  When dropping 
off, please remember to ask for a weight and submit to the church office or Christina 
Valavanidis. We are grateful for your support! As we get ready for the holidats, please 
consider bringing the below listed foods

Please contact Christina Valavanidis at christina.valavanidis@gmail.com  
with any questions.

Kids Snacks/Canned Vegetables

Monday, November 21st                                                               
Entrance of the Theotokos                                                                                                                    
Divine Liturgy  

Tuesday, November 22nd                                                                                                                  
7pm Akathist of Thanksgiving

Friday, November 25th                                                                                 
St. Catherine the Great Martyr                                                                                                                                      
Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, November 27th                                                                                            
13th Sunday of Luke                                                                                                                                 
Coffee Hour hosted by Elli Koulos Family                                                                                               
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Tuesday, November 29th                                                                                                 
7pm Vespers- St. Andrew                                                                                                                     
St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church                                                                                                       
5649 N Sheridan Rd., Chicago, IL. 60660

Wednesday, November 30th                                                                                          
St. Andrew the Apostle                                                                                                                           
Divine Liturgy



PHILOPTOCHOS
AURORA PANTRY CHRISTMAS 
STOCKING OUTREACH
DECEMBER 3, 2022

St. Athanasios Philoptochos will again be helping the Aurora Interfaith Food 

Pantry with their Christmas Stockings. This year we will be providing 50 filled 

stockings and we need everyone’s help! We will be collecting the items listed 

starting Nov. 1. All items must be new and unopened. Please keep in mind 

that we will be putting 14 items in each stocking so everything must be small! 

Most of the items listed can be found in the stocking stuffer section at Target or 

Walmart. We will gather at church on Dec. 3 to stuff the stockings so we can 

deliver them to the pantry. Thank you for your help! 

ITEM                                  QTY

$5 GC   28

Small craft kit  50

Action figures  50

Matchbox car  12

Small Barbie type doll 48

Please contact Sue Manos at suemanos@gmail.com with any questions. 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 
DECEMBER 2, 2022

Please join your Saint Athanasios Family for the Community 
Christmas Party on Friday December 2nd at 6 pm in Saint 
Matthew’s Hall.  Cookie decorating, ornament making for the 
church tree, gingerbread house decorating competition, hot 
chocolate bar, and carols to be sung. All are welcome!

Please contact Leah Fanning at  
leah_fanning@yahoo.com with any questions.



STEWARDSHIP
As we come towards the end of our “Our Church. Our Spiritual Home” Stewardship Ministry for 2022 we are blessed for the love that you all as 
parishioners have shown to our Parish.  
 
November 20th, will be our Stewardship Sunday.   The theme for the Stewardship for 2023 is “Giving Thanks”.  This theme goes perfect with the 
love that we all have for our Parish and for what our Church has done for us.  In return we all should be “Giving Thanks” for all our Church has to 
offer us.  From the Sunday School, Outreach, Ministries, Youth Groups, etc.
 
We thank all families for their continued support in our Stewardship Ministry, and for contributing your Time, Talent and Treasure. 

Foti Georgopoulos
Parish Council President
Stewardship Chairman
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SAINT ATHANASIOS 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
DECEMBER 18, 2022

The planning stages for the beloved Saint Athanasios Christmas 
Pageant are underway! The Christmas Pageant will be Sunday, 
December 18th immediately following Divine Liturgy. More information 
and rehearsal dates to be announced. Please consider sharing your 
love for this beautiful story with our Church Parish by signing your kiddo 
up for the pageant! If your child is interested in a role in the Christmas 
Pageant, please sign him/her up using the link below. Speaking and 
non-speaking roles are available! For more information or to sign 
your child up, please contact Kellie Procopos & Voula Ortega at 
sundayschool@saintathanasios.com.

https://forms.gle/abyVSyFW7AfaUGAt8



MEN’S GROUP
Recent Events
We cooked and served our third Hesed House dinner service on October 26th.  
Thank you to all who volunteered their time at this quarterly event.  If you are in-
terested in donating food/money or just to volunteer your time and talents, please 
contact Spiro, Peter or Nick. 

The Men’s Group sponsored coffee hour on October 30th.  It was a wonderful 
opportunity to speak to interested members at church.  We hope to see a bigger 
turnout at our upcoming events!

Upcoming Events

• “Being a Man of Faith” discussion and dinner – Saturday, November 19th, 
starting at 6:00PM.

• Fellowship event (early 2023) - TBD

More details for these events will be in the church bulletins and on the Men’s 
Group Facebook page.

Thank you all for your support and participation in this ministry. You can like and 
follow our Facebook page by searching for “Men’s Group of St Athanasios Greek 
Orthodox Church”

If anyone is interested in learning more about the Men’s Group, please contact 
Spiro Hountalas (naperspike@aol.com), Peter Metrou (pnmlawyer@aol.
com) or Nick Dagiantis (ndagiantis@gmail.com). 
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GOYA & JOY Volunteering
NOVEMBER 15, 2022

GOYA members are invited to volunteer together at Feed My Starving 
Children on Tuesday, November 15 from 7-8:45pm. JOY and parents 
of JOY participants are also invited and encouraged to attend. Please 
sign-up using the link by Friday, November 11.

http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=35G6B6







4000 Fox Valley Center Dr.  
Aurora, IL. 60504 

www.basilsdining.com 






