
 

 



 

 

“Most Holy Theotokos, Save us.” 

We are now on the doorstep of the “Summer Pascha”, a term used to refer to the 
celebration of the Falling Asleep of the Theotokos and Virgin Mary. The Lord’s 
Pascha shows us the victory of God over death, and the falling asleep of the 
Theotokos shows us that Christ shares that victory with His people. Thus, after the 
Theotokos is entombed, as the Apostles come to venerate her body, they witness her 
being assumed into heaven as the first to receive the promise of eternal life and 
resurrection that Christ will grant to all at His second coming.  

Just as we observe a period of fasting, called Lent, before the Lord’s Pascha, so we 
fast for the first two weeks of August to prepare us for the Falling Asleep of the 
Theotokos, which is celebrated on August 15th. And, just as we increase our Liturgical 
schedule during Lent, so we increase our Liturgical schedule in early August by 
celebrating the Paraklesis (Intercessory) Services. One of the most recognizable 
aspects of the Paraklesis service is the constant refrain “Most Holy Theotokos, Save 
us”. Yet if it is Christ who saves us through His incarnation, death, and resurrection, 
how is this phrase to be understood? A closer look at the roll of the Theotokos in the 
salvation of mankind will help us not only understand this phrase, which is essential 
to this time of year, but also drive us more regularly to her for aid.  

During the Wedding at Cana in Galilee, Christ performs His first public miracle. It is 
the familiar transformation of water into wine. Go back and read the scriptures to 
refresh yourself with the miracle (John 2:1-11). Did you notice what a large role the 
Theotokos plays? It was the Theotokos who informed Christ of the lack of wine, and 
she directed the servants to do whatever Christ directed them to do. As the Mother of 
God, she speaks to her Son on behalf of others, brings their plight to Him, and 
encourages Him to help. Christ performs the miracle, but He does so at the request of 
His mother. So when we say “Save us” we are speaking about her as our intercessor 
before her Son. Through her prayers and supplications to her Son, we are saved.  

The Church epitomizes this role of the Theotokos in the evening Compline prayer 
addressed to her, which says, “Entreat your Son and our Lord and Master, using your 
boldness as a mother, so that He may open to me the loving mercy of His goodness”. 
Now, having fallen asleep, and being assumed by her Son to sit beside Him in His 
heavenly kingdom, we cry out to the Theotokos “Save us” so that she will once again 
speak to her Son on our behalf, bring our plight to Him, and encourage Him to help. 
The Lord has shown us that He responds to the entities of His mother, so what better 
help can we find than the one who gave birth to Him.  

During these few weeks leading up to the Falling Asleep of the Theotokos we 
intensify our awareness of this role which she has. However, since she has assumed 
her place at the Lord’s right hand, she is now our constant intercessor. May we find 
the comfort in having her as our advocate before her Son.  

 



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
  
I pray that you are all enjoying your summer!   
  
With Covid restrictions continuing to be removed, we are excited that we will 
now be holding events at Church!  Our Youth, adult and family ministries are 
underway to provide a calendar with upcoming events.  Please be sure to visit the 
Church calendar, our weekly bulletin, and email blasts for upcoming events.   
  
Upcoming Services:  As we enter the month of August, please join us for the 
Paraklisis of the Theotokos.  Multiple services will take place during the week, 
prior to the feast day of the Assumption of the Theotokos on August 15th. 
  
In-Reach Committee:  Will hold a fellowship event on August 10th.  The topic is 
“A Night with Our Beloved Theotokos”.  Please be sure to attend this event, as 
we learn more about our Theotokos and the hymnology.  
  
Welcome Back:  We will have our Welcome Back picnic on September 
12th.  This event will be sponsored by the Stewardship Committee.  As in 
previous years, this will be a free event, and there will be games for our youth, 
and also the opportunity for all of us to be together in fellowship. 
  
Aurora Greek Fest:  The fest will take place September 17th – 19th.  I am 
anticipating to be able to have a full festival as we have had in the past.  More 
information about the festival will be posted on our Aurora Greek Fest social 
media platforms and email blasts.  To make a donation, or to be a sponsor of a 
booth, please feel free to contact me!  
  
Golf Outing:  We have scheduled our annual Golf Outing - OPA Outing for 
Monday, August 30th at Carillon Golf Course.  There are many ways to 
participate for the Golf Outing.  Grab a few friends and join us for a day of fun 
and fellowship.  Sponsorship opportunities are available as well!  To sign up for 
the golf outing or more information to be a sponsor, please contact Frank Demas 
or visit the Golf Outing table during coffee hour.  
  
Wishing you all a blessed month, and a happy, safe, and healthy summer!  
   
Sincerely, 
Foti Georgopoulos 
Parish Council President 
 



 

 

 We recently had a deacon serving with Fr. Panagiotis for the Divine 
Liturgy, and it was interesting to observe how the deacon serves, since we 
don’t typically see that on a regular Sunday. My question is, why does the 
deacon hold up his sash when we sings the petitions? – N.M. 

It is always a joy when a deacon is present and serving the Divine Liturgy. Even though it is 
most common for us to celebrate the Divine Liturgy with a single priest, the Divine Liturgy 
was originally composed to be celebrated by all three orders of the clergy: Bishop, Priest, & 
Deacon. So, when we do have a deacon present, we see a fuller expression of our worship.  

Deacon means servant, and as such his liturgical role is to assist/serve both the clergy and the 
gathered laity. He actually serves in the Divine Liturgy by leading. That is why he more than 
any other clergymen, spends time going back and forth between the solea and the Altar. 
When he is on the solea, he is standing amid the people, presenting their prayers to the clergy 
in the Altar. When he is in the Altar, he is directing the clergy, and periodically turning to 
direct the people.  We can think of the deacon then as a liturgical Master of Ceremonies.  

To fulfill his role as Master of Ceremonies, the deacon uses his Orarion, which is the 
distinctive vestment of a deacon. The orarion takes the form of a long strip of fabric that 
hangs over the left shoulder and the end is held in the right hand of the deacon. In the Greek 
tradition, the deacon’s orarion is very long and wraps around the deacon’s body, while in 
Slavic traditions and Mt. Athos, the orarion is shorter and just hangs over the shoulder. We 
read in the scripture that the angels serve and minister around the throne of God and come to 
earth as messengers, thus the orarion is symbolic of an angel’s wings since the deacon also 
serves at the throne of God (in the Altar) and functions as a messenger carrying prayers to 
and from the people.  

The most basic way that the deacon uses his orarion is to direct. In the same way that a 
conductor might hold a baton and direct an orchestra, the deacon points and gestures with his 
orarion extended to cue during the services. Before microphones, and especially in large 
churches, it could be difficult to hear exactly what is being said. Therefore, the deacon would 
use his orarion to point and cue either the clergy, the chanters, or the people.  

An example of this can be seen right before the Trisagion hymn during the Divine Liturgy. 
The priest will chant “For you are holy our God and to You we send up glory, to the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and forever…”, then the deacon will turn to face the 
congregation, hold up his orarion and finish the petition saying, “…and unto the ages of 
ages.” These last few words, with the accompanying gesture are the cue for the chanters to 
begin chanting the trisagion hymn. In some traditions this gesture is large and elaborate.  

Symbolic of the angels as the servants of God, the deacon makes use of his symbolic wings 
(his orarion) in order to fulfill his duty and ministry as the Master of Ceremonies within the 
worship of the Church.  

 

To submit a question for a feature in a future Stump the Priest article, email Fr. Panagiotis at 
Frpboznos@gmail.com 



 

 



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

“… The Greatest of These is Love…” 
 

Our Parish continues to be blessed with the love and support from you, our 
Parishioners, through your stewardship commitment and generous donations.  Thank 
you to the parishioners that have submitted their 2021 stewardship pledge.  Our 
Stewardship numbers continue to rise and we are in a positive position so far for the 
year.  Thank you to the many parishioners that have increased their pledge, and for 
those that have fulfilled their pledge amount for 2021.    
 

Below you will see an update on our stewardship numbers.   
 

As of 7/14/2021 
 

Pledged Stewards: 285 

Pledged Amount: $309,228 
 

As of 6/30/2021 
 

Total Collected:  $227,496 
 

Welcome Back Picnic: – The Stewardship committee will be sponsoring the 
Welcome Back Picnic.  The picnic will take place on September 12th, which is also the 
first day of Sunday school.  This is an annual event and will take place outside 
(weather permitting).  We will have many activities for our youth to enjoy.  This is a 
great way for all of us to come together as a Church family to welcome new families 
and enjoy fellowship.  More information will be sent out via email.   
 

Non-Pledged Stewards:  We still have many parishioners that have not submitted 
their pledge for 2020, and we have also sent out correspondence to parishioners, that 
pledged on 2019.  The stewardship committee, will be contacting these families. 
 

New Families: Please help me by welcoming new families that have joined our 
Parish!  Maria Brunner; Nikolaos & Jennifer Poulikidis; Kostatenos & Ioanna 
Psyhogios; James & Julie Emanuel 
 

Wishing you all a blessed month!  
 

Foti Georgopoulos 

Parish Council President 
Stewardship Chairman 
 



 

 

Sunday, August 1st                                                                                                   

College Prayer Sunday & Send-Off                                                                    

College Ministry to host Coffee Hour                                            

Monday, August 2nd                                                                                          

7:00pm Paraklesis 

Wednesday, August 4th                                                                                 

7:00pm Paraklesis 

Friday, August 6th                                                                                                   

8:30am Orthros & 9:30am Divine Liturgy– Transfiguration of Our Lord                                                                                                  

7:00pm Paraklesis 

Sunday, August 8th                                                                                                 

In-Reach Committee to host Coffee Hour 

Monday, August 9th                                                                                       

7:00pm Paraklesis 

Tuesday, August 10th                                                                                              

7:00pm A Night with our Beloved Theotokos– an In-Reach Committee         

Sponsored Fellowship Event via Zoom. 

Wednesday, August 11th                                                                                       

7:00pm Paraklesis 

Friday, August 13th                                                                                         

7:00pm Paraklesis 

Sunday, August 15th                                                                                           

Dormition of the Theotokos                                                                                      

Maria Boznos to host Coffee Hour 

Saturday, August 21st                                                                                           

10:00am Altar Boy Retreat 

Sunday, August 22nd                                                                                               

George Gladis to host Coffee Hour 

Sunday, August 29th                                                                                           

Beheading of St. John the Baptist                                                                          

SS Teacher Meeting 

Monday, August 30th                                                                                              

St. Athanasios Golf Outing 

August Liturgy/Events Calendar 

All services are livestreamed on our Facebook Page & YouTube Channel.                                       

Orthros begins at 8:30am with Divine Liturgy following at 9:30am                                

(unless otherwise noted below)    



 

 

Jean Demas and Joanne Collins 

August is a very holy month as we prepare to celebrate the Great Feast of our 
church on August 15th, The Dormition of our Theotokos, the Mother of God 
(Greek: Κοίμησις Θεοτόκου, Koímēsis Theotokou). The day commemorates 
the "falling asleep" or death of Mary, the mother of Jesus and her resurrection 
when Jesus descended and carried his Mother’s soul into heaven. 
 
Stop in the Bookstore to purchase one of our many icons of the Theotokos to 
represent Her life and dormition.  We also have books that will meet your 
spiritual needs to read more about our Theotokos, including On the 
Dormition of Mary; Mary, Worthy of All Praise; The Unrivaled Protectress; 
Celebration of Faith – The Virgin Mary; The Orthodox Vernation of Mary, 
the Birthgiver of God; and The Life of Mary.  
 
August also signifies “back to school” time for children who are entering 
school for the first time to adults who are preparing to continue their 
education. Stop in our Bookstore to browse our many books and icons to help 
students maintain their spirituality while navigating the new “normalcy” 
brought on by the pandemic. On the card rack near the Bookstore entrance 
are also small prayer books that can be given as a spiritual gift such as:   

* Akathist to the Guardian Angel, for unceasing watch over one’s life 

* Akathist to Almighty God, to help in times of trouble 

* Akathist to the Mother of God, healer of illness 

* Akathist to the Mother of God, nurturer of children 

The Bookstore is open every Sunday after Liturgy for browsing our 
collection of books, icons, CDs, cards, jewelry and many other religious 
items. Stop in soon to select a book title that you can use as a point of 
discussion in your family or with a group of friends. Check with anyone on 
our Bookstore team: Joanne Collins, Rose Pagonis, Thanea Walter, Amanda 
McKinney, Joleen Pietrzyk, or Jean Demas, Bookstore Coordinator, for more 
information. For custom orders, questions, or to volunteer, email 
saintathanasiosbookstore@gmail.com or call the Church Office,                 
630-851-6106. 

 

mailto:saintathanasiosbookstore@gmail.com


 

 

 

 



 

 

Dear Saint Athanasios Parishioner, 
 

Mark your calendar for the Aurora Greek Fest, September 17th – 19th at Saint 
Athanasios Church.   
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 

We are humbled by the amount of volunteers and donations we have received 
in past festivals.  With God’s grace, this will continue again this year. 
 

Have you ever volunteered at the Festival? If you haven’t; please do so!  We 
have created a fun atmosphere so that we all can have a fun time working 
together for our St. Athanasios Church.  When we all work together we are 
able to get to know each other and build fellowship!  We had several new 
people help at the last fest and the overall atmosphere was fun and 
enjoyable!  Don’t worry if it will be your first time helping at the festival, just 
come and join in on the fun! 
 

You will see a list of items that are needed for the festival.  We welcome any 
and all donations toward these items.  Volunteers before, during and after the 
fest are also critical to the success of this event. If you have a business and 
interested in placing an AD or being a sponsor on one of our Sponsorship 
levels please contact me.  
 

Thank you in advance for the generosity of your time, talent and 
treasure.  Without your generosity, improvements to our building and 
ministries would be impossible. 
 

Please contact me with questions about our fest and how you would like to 
participate. 
 

Regards, 
 

Foti Georgopoulos 

Aurora Greek Fest Chairman 

Fotig1985@gmail.com 

630-251-3462 

 

mailto:Fotig1985@gmail.com


 

 

EXPENSES: QUANTITY: PRICE: DONATED: 

Boneless Rib Ends ( Souvlaki) 900 Lbs. $1,650.00    
Fresh Chickens (2 ½ or 2 ¾ Size) 750 Halves $1,300.00    
Gyros 40 Cases (40 Lbs.) $5,500.00   
Tzaziki 14 Cases $550.00    
Pita Bread 25 Cases $500.00    
Pastichio 40 Cases $1,250.00   
Mousaka 20 Cases $750.00    
Spanakopita (6 Oz) 15 Cases $935.00    
Tiropites (1 Oz) 8 Cases $500.00    
Kefalograviera Cheese - Saganaki 750 Pieces $2,400.00    
Feta Cheese - 27 Lb. Pails 4 Pails $465.00    
Lettuce - Head Lettuce (32 Count) 20 Cases $675.00    
Tomatoes 15 Cases $350.00    
Seedless Cucumbers 8 Cases $185.00    
Idaho Potatoes 6 Cases $230.00    
Green Peppers 3 Cases $13.00    
Cherry Tomatoes 15 Cases $545.00    
Kalamata Olives 2 Pails $145.00    
Red Onions - Jumbo  - 50 Lbs. 6 Bags $200.00    
Extra Virgin Olive Oil 5 Cases $250.00    
Lemons 2 Cases $135.00    
Vegetable Oil 15 Gallons $105.00    
Rice - Par Boiled - 25 Lb. Bags 20 Bags $300.00    
Chicken Base - 60 Lb. Buckets 2 Buckets $70.00    
Lemon Juice 7 Cases $175.00    
Dinner Rolls 200 Dozen $355.00    
Eggs 65 Dozen $90.00    
Milk 20 Gallons $45.00    
Sugar 200 Lbs $125.00    
Honey 50 Lbs $255.00    
Sweet Unsalted Butter 75 Lbs $240.00    
Almonds 75 Lbs $500.00    
Walnuts 75 Lbs $445.00    
Kataifi 5 Cases $375.00    
Greek Pastries 1,500 pieces $2,200.00    
Soft Drinks - Sprite, Coke, Diet 
Coke 10 Cases each 

$425.00    

Water Bottles 25 Cases $125.00    
Wine (Red and White) 15 Cases $800.00    
Beer 15 Cases $725.00    
Greek Beer 25 Cases $750.00    
9 Inch Round Containers (Plastic) 3 Cases $235.00    

1 Compartment To-Go containers 4 Cases $1100.00    

3 Compartment To-Go containers 20 Cases $545.00    
Heavy Duty Forks  4 Cases $60.00    
Heavy Duty Knives 4 Cases $60.00    
Dinner Napkins 3 Cases $80.00    
2 oz. Soufflé Cups 2 Cases $45.00    
2 oz. Soufflé Lids 2 Cases $35.00    
Foam Cups - 10 oz. Cups 1 Case $30.00    
Aluminum Foil - Heavy Duty 2 Rolls $100.00    
Plastic Wrap 2 Rolls $80.00    
Small (Half) Aluminum Pans 1 Case $45.00    
Large (Full) Aluminum Pans 4 Cases $210.00    
Ice 50 Bags $275.00    
Charcoal 15 - 40 Lb Bags $475.00    
Advertising, Rentals &  Licenses   $6,000.00    



 

 

St. Athanasios Philoptochos is partnering with Focus North America to fill backpacks 

with school supplies for a local school in our Aurora community.  

Our Jr. GOYA will be sponsoring the “Pack the Back” Back To School Event where all 

of our St. Athanasios community is invited to help fill each backpack for a child in need.  

We do better together, so come join us on Sunday, August 15th, after Divine Liturgy.  

If you would like to donate school supplies, there will be a drop box located in St. Mat-

thew Hall  on Sundays or you can drop off during the week in the church office.  

If you would like to make a monetary donation to help buy the school supplies, please 

make a check payable to St. Athanasios Philoptochos.  

Any questions can be directed to Sue Manos or Sherry Haralambopoulos at: 

suemanos@gmail.com or marina.h14@att.net 

School Supply List:  

Headphones (earbuds): 50 sets           Pink Erasers: 25                                                                             

Composition Notebooks: 25        Glue Sticks: 145                                                                                   

Spiral Notebooks: 100              Scissors: 25                                                                                       

Markers: 25 packs of (8)            Rulers: 25                                                                                       

Crayons: 25 packs of (24)       Calculators: 25                                                                                         

#2 Pencils: 50 packs of (12)   Pens: 25 packs (blue or black) 

SAVE THE DATE!  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH 

11:00AM– 1:00PM 

PHILOPTOCHOS WELCOME BACK KICK-OFF 

ALL LADIES OF ST. ATHANASIOS WELCOME! MORE DETAILS TO COME.  



 

 

2021 Second Quarter Financial Update 
 
As a review from our last communication, we ended the first quarter in a 
positive financial position.  Income was reported at $203,211 vs a budget of 
$138,930 (146% of budget).  Expenses were also favorable at the end of the 
first quarter.  We ended March with $118,650 in year-to-date expense vs a 
budget of $128,143 (93% of budget). 
 
We are pleased to report that the church continues to be in a solid financial 
position through the end of June.  Although income in the second quarter 
was lighter than first quarter, year-to-date income continues to be ahead of 
plan and was reported at $312,994 vs a budget of $259,618 (120% of 
budget).  The positive variance was mainly driven by higher than budgeted 
stewardship collections, higher than budgeted general donations and higher 
than budgeted seasonal donations.   
 
Expenses were also favorable at the end of the second quarter.  We ended 
June with $248,235 in year-to-date expense vs a budget of $259,873 (96% of 
budget).  There were positive expense saving across several expense 
categories, but for the most part expenses are tracking in line with budget.   
 
We continue to make progress on reducing our outstanding mortgage, which 
remains the church’s only debt.  At the end of June our mortgage balance 
was reported at $396,966.88, which represents a $23,061.35 reduction since 
the end of last year.  This reduction represents regularly scheduled 
payments, as well as some specific donations earmarked for the mortgage.     
 
Thank you to all the parishioners who were able to fulfill and/or increase 
their stewardship pledges during 2021 and thank you to those who continue 
to give generously through additional donations.  We ask that parishioners 
continue to fulfill their stewardship commitments and prayerfully consider 
any other ways they can help financially, including attending and supporting 
the upcoming Golf Outing (8/30) and Food Festival (9/17 – 9/19).        

Financial Update 



 

 

On behalf of the ministry Food Pantry, we wanted to thank all our parishioners 
for continuing to support our initiative and providing food to those in need. We 
donated 199lbs of food for July. We are aiming to donate 225lbs for August.  

 

Also-thank you to those who have contributed their time or donation in July. 
We are grateful for your support!  

For the month of August, we are asking that each parishioner that attends 
service or visits the church to bring the food item listed below.  
(No Expired Food or partially opened packaged foods. Please do not bring 

toys or pantry items such as flour, sugar, spices, etc.) 
 
 
 

Monthly Food Donation Suggestion 

 

 

 

 

 

The Saint Athanasios Food Pantry ministry supports these two local organizations:            

• Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry (1110 Jericho Road Aurora): Monday, 

Wednesday & Friday 8:00am  to 3:00pm (Complete the audit list of items you are 

dropping off so we can account for the pounds)  

• Loaves & Fishes (1871 High Grove Lane, Naperville): Monday – Thursday 

8:00am to 5:00pm Friday 8:00am to 2:00pm and Saturday 8:00am to Noon. (When 

dropping off here, please ask the volunteer to weigh our food pantry donation and email 
Christina below;) 

Food Pantry Ministry Contacts: 

Angie Weld at aweld75@yahoo.com  

Christina Valavanidis at christina.valavanidis@gmail.com  

Month Food Item 

August Tuna or Chicken 
(Canned)  

mailto:aweld75@yahoo.com
mailto:christina.valavanidis@gmail.com


 

 

July 

40 Day Memorial– Ioannis Danos 

Wedding 

Mr. Joel Ortega Jr. & Mrs. Stavroula Stacy (Galanis) Ortega 

Baptism 

Theodore James & Oliver George Griffin, sons of Allen & Aris Griffin 

Athena Sophia Ross– daughter of Dan & Anastasia Ross 

Konstantinos Sotirios Poulikidis– son of Nikolaos & Jennifer Poulikidis 



 

 

Wooforia is our family owned doggie 

day care and boarding facility striving 

to be your best friend’s home away 

from home.  

Our building is designed with the 

safety and comfort of your pets in 

mind and offers indoor and outdoor 

play areas.  

The Stamatakis family invites you to:  

Visit us at 2051 Mayfield Drive in 

Montgomery  

Or call us at: (630) 299-3239  

Ted Mesiacos, AIA, NCARB                    

Principal 

1 E. Benton St.                                          

Aurora, IL 60505                                  

Office: 630-617-5630          

www.themesarchitecture.com 

 

SUSTAINING, RENOVATING, AND 

         DESIGNING THE BUILDINGS AND   

    SPACES OF TOMORROW 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

49 Sugar Ln. Sugar Grove, IL 

60554 

(630) 466-4557 

At route 47 and Junction 30 

Owners:  Moe Procopos and  

Chris Procopos 

4000 Fox Valley Center Dr.  
Aurora, IL. 60504 

www.basilsdining.com 
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