
 

 



 

 

Christ is Risen! 

There is no greater joy or proclamation for mankind than the certainty of these 

words. Again I say, Christ is Risen! By death He has conquered death. In resur-

recting, He draws Adam and all of mankind from the depths of hades. No longer 

must we fear eternity separated from God in a place of darkness. The Light of the 

world shines and the darkness of hades does not overcome it.  

The first pascha celebrated the Israelites passing over from slavery and death in 

the land of Egypt into freedom and life in God’s promised land. This new and 

sacred Pascha celebrates our passing over from slavery and death due to sin into 

freedom and life in God’s Holy Kingdom. It was not just Moses who escaped 

Egypt, but rather all of Israel. Thus, it is not just Christ who resurrects, but all of 

us who rise with Him. As Moses led the Israelites on this journey, so now Christ 

leads us. 

In light of our share in Christ’s resurrection and the exhilaration of the day of 

Pascha, I wish to encourage us to carry that same spiritual and emotional delight 

with us for the entirety of the 40 days of Pascha. Every day until the feast of As-

cension, the Church chants the following hymn:  

It is the day of the Resurrection. Let us shine brightly for the 

festival, and also embrace one another. Brethren, let us say even 

to those who hate us, "Let us forgive everything for the Resur-

rection." And thus let us cry aloud, "Christ is risen from the 

dead, by death trampling down upon death, and to those in the 

tombs He has granted life. 

Everyday is a day of Resurrection. Everyday is a celebration of Pascha. Everyday 

is a day to greet one another joyfully with the words: Christ is Risen! 

Over the course of the next 40 days, we may be tempted to lessen our zeal and 

enthusiasm over the Lord’s resurrection. We may become forgetful and slip back 

into previous habits and dispositions. Fight that tendency. Live and shout with 

vigor that the Lord has Resurrected and I with Him.  

 

Eagerly anticipating the Resurrection of the Lord, 

+ Fr. Panagiotis 



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
  
I hope you are all doing well.  We have entered into Holy Week and we await the 
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
 
Streaming:  Our Parish was blessed to have received two generous donations 
(total of $16,000) towards our streaming ministry and to update our network.  I 
have been working with both companies, as it is important to make sure that our 
new camera and streaming equipment was put in place before Holy Week and 
Easter.  I can guarantee that you will be able to tell the difference in our picture 
quality.  Thank you to the generous families for their donations!  
 
Ministries:  Our Junior High and High School class had a check-in on April 
11th.  Snacks were provided and it was a great opportunity for our youth to see 
each other and catch up.  We will be having out Lenten Retreat on Saturday, April 
24th, for our Kindergarten- 5th Sunday school kids, please be sure to sign up your 
children for this retreat.  Our Joy group will be having a Field Day on May 
23rd.  This will be a great opportunity for our youth to have some fun and enjoy 
some activities.  Please contact our JOY coordinators, Irene Stanley or Chrissy 
Pagonis for more information.   
  
Aurora Greek Fest:  We will be having an Aurora Greek Fest this year.  Of 
course, with following restrictions and guidelines, given by the City of Aurora, and 
Kane County and the CDC.  We are hopeful as we get closer to summer, we will 
either have a Drive Thru Fest (limited menu), or have an in person festival as our 
previous festivals At the time that I am writing this a date hasn’t been select-
ed.  Once we have a date selected, we will be sure to provide you that infor-
mation.   
 
Golf Outing:  We have scheduled our annual Golf Outing - OPA Outing for Mon-
day, August 30th at Carillon Golf Course. If you are interested in participating in 
our OPA Outing, please contact Frank Demas. 
  
Kali Anastasi! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Foti Georgopoulos 
Parish Council President 
 



 

 

If Adam named all the animals, who gave names to the dinosaurs?  
Was it modern people? - N.M. 

 

We have another animal question from the book of Genesis this month. This question is 

based off Genesis 2: 19-20 which reads: 

“God formed out of the ground all the wild animals of the field and 

all the birds of heaven, and brought them to Adam to see what he 

would call them. Thus whatever Adam called each living creature, 

that was its name. So Adam gave names to all the cattle, to all the 

birds of heaven, and to all the wild animals of the field.” 

But, before we answer the Who question, we should start with the Why. The very first 

thing we learn about God in the scriptures is that He creates. Prior to telling us anything 

else about Himself, God starts wants us to know this. “In the beginning God made 

heaven and earth” (Genesis 1:1). The next few chapters are all about this basic fact. 

God shows us how He created living and non-living things. Everything that exists, even 

Adam, exists because God created it.  

By inviting Adam to name the animals, God is inviting Adam to join in the process of 

creating. This thing about Himself that God 

wants us to know first and foremost, He 

shares with Adam. Coming up with names 

takes thought and creativity. In the same way 

that God created the animals when they   

didn’t exist yet, Adam creates their names.  

If being creative is one of the basic characteristics of God, and Adam was made in 

God’s image, then it makes sense that Adam would also be creative. We should remem-

ber that the man Adam stands also as a symbol for all humanity. Thus, the artistic na-

ture of mankind is due to the fact that God shares His image (and creative characteris-

tic) with us. So Orthodox Churches are full of icons, and our services are poetic, with 

beautiful hymns. All these artistic expressions are part of the same process of joining 

God in being creative that started when Adam named the animals.  

So every time that mankind discovers a new animal, be it a dinosaur, or a creature in the 

sea, or something in a remote habitat, we get to share in God’s creative characteristic by 
giving it a name. Our knowledge of the world is always growing and that brings with it 

the opportunity to continue to be creative, just like Adam, and just like God.  



 

 

May Liturgy/Events Calendar 

All church services will require advanced sign up. Call the church office if you 

need assistance with signing up for service; 630-851-6106 . All services are 

livestreamed on our Facebook Page.                                

Saturday, May 1st                                            

Holy Saturday                              

9:00am Proti-Anastasi Service                

10:00pm Anastasi with Paschal Orthros 

& Liturgy  

 

Sunday, May 2nd                                      

Pascha                                                    

11:00am Agape Service 

 

Monday, May 3rd                                 

Bright Monday -St. George                                             

8:30am Orthros                                    

9:30am Divine Liturgy                                                                                               

 

Thursday, May 6th                                  

7:30pm Bible Study via Zoom 

 

Friday, May 7th                                             

Theotokos of the Life-giving Spring                                    

8:30am Orthros                                       

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 

Sunday, May 9th                                                     

Thomas Sunday                                       

8:30am Orthros                                  

9:30am Divine Liturgy                                     

Happy Mother’s Day!      

 

Sunday, May 16th                                   

8:30am Orthros                                      

9:30am Divine Liturgy                  

11:00am Philoptochos General Meeting 

& Elections 

 

Thursday, May 20th                                          

7:30pm Bible Study via Zoom 

 

Friday, May 21st                                  

SS Constantine & Helen                         

8:30am Orthros                                      

9:30am Divine Liturgy                           

 

Sunday, May 23rd                                  

Graduation Sunday & Philoptochos 

Scholarship Winner                             

8:30am Orthros                                     

9:30am Divine Liturgy                            

12:00pm JOY/Jr.GOYA BBQ & Field 

Day 

 

Wednesday, May 25th                            

Mid-Pentecost                                       

8:30am Orthros                                      

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 

Sunday, May 30th                                 

8:30am Orthros                                      

9:30am Divine Liturgy                          

12:00pm College Welcome Back 



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

“… The Greatest of These is Love…” 
 
 
I would like to thank all parishioners that have submitted their 2021 pledge and 
their continued love and support to our beloved Saint Athanasios.  Below I have 
provided an update of our current Stewardship numbers. 
 
As of 4/14/2021 
 
Pledged Stewards: 252 
Pledged Amount: $282,871 
 
As of 3/31/2021 
 
Total Collected:  $177,755 
 
Our Stewardship numbers continue to rise and we are in a positive position so 
far in stewardship.  This is due to many parishioners increasing their pledge, and 
also parishioners that submitted their full pledge in the first quarter.    Thank 
you!  
 
Quarterly Statements:  All parishioners will receive a quarterly statement in 
the mail.  This will provide you information of your current pledge, and your 
remaining balance, please note that if there are any information that isn’t cor-
rect, please contact the Church office. 
 
New Families: Please help me welcome two new families that have joined our 
Parish.  John & Rachel Calash and Ken & Vicki Karl 
 
Wishing you all a Kali Anastasi!  
 
Foti Georgopoulos 
Parish Council President 
Stewardship Chairman 
 



 

 

May Champion: 
 
2021 First Quarter Financial Update 
 
In the February Champion, we provided a 2020 year-end financial update and a 
forecast for the 2021 budget.  We also ask that parishioners continue to fulfill 
their stewardship commitments, and prayerfully consider any other ways they can 
help the Church financially.  As a follow up to that financial report, we would 
like to provide an update on St. Athanasios’s year-to-date financial performance 
though the end of March. 
 
We are pleased to report that we ended the first quarter in a solid financial posi-
tion.  Income was reported at $203,211 vs a budget of $138,930 (146% of budg-
et).  The positive variance was mainly driven by higher than budgeted steward-
ship collections and higher than budgeted general donations.  The positive stew-
ardship variance was a result of early payments on stewardship pledges coupled 
with several stewards increasing their pledged commitment to the Church.  In 
addition, the positive variance in general donations included two generous dona-
tions totaling $16,000.  These donations were made specifically to upgrade our 
streaming ministry infrastructure and services.  We are hoping to have those up-
grades completed in time for Holy Week.    
 
Expenses were also favorable at the end of the first quarter.  We ended March 
with $118,650 in year-to-date expense vs a budget of $128,143 (93% of budget).  
There were positive expense saving across several expense categories.   
 
As reported in our last update, we were working to finalize a second round of 
government PPP financing for $28,000.  This “loan” closed in February and pro-
vided us with additional cash reserves.  These monies are not included in the in-
come figure reported above.  As with our first round PPP loan received last year, 
we expect this second round PPP loan to be fully forgiven.   
 
Thank you again to all the parishioners who were able to fulfill and/or increase 
their stewardship pledges during the first quarter, and those who gave generously 
through additional donations.  We still are not able to organize any outside fund-
raising events (golf outing, food festivals, etc.) but as Covid restrictions are re-
duced, we are hoping to resume some of these activities.  In the meantime, we 
ask that parishioners continue to fulfil their stewardship commitments, and 
prayerfully consider any other ways they can help financially.  We look forward 
to providing another update at the end of June.       



 

 

May 2021  

Jean Demas and Joanne Collins 

Xristos Anesti! As we move into our May Spring season, remember our 

Bookstore for Mother’s Day and graduation gifts, and religious items for Me-

morial Day in remembrance of loved ones who have passed into Eternity.  

 

Books for Mother’s Day Gifts 

 

The Orthodox Veneration of the Mother of God: This book by the contemporary 

Saint John Maximovitch is a classic exposition of how the Orthodox Christian 

Church has venerated the Theotokos and why the Virgin Mary should truly be 

called the Mother of God honored by all Christians.  

The Unrivaled Protectress: A small pamphlet dedicated to the Theotokos, 

Mother of God, who was, is, and will continue to be the swift intercessor and 

helper of Christians. 

 

Akathist to the Mother of God: Nurturer of Children: A sweet, yet powerful, 

prayer service for anyone who desires to pray for their child or Godchild.  The 

prayer is an offering to the Mother of God to raise these young ones to be wor-

thy of Christ’s Kingdom. 

 

Making God Real in the Orthodox Christian Home: Part one touches on many 

topics dealing with communion, fasting, prayers, icons, and church practices. 

Part two puts everything together with “Some things to think about – and do!” 

The Ascetic Lives of Mothers: A prayer book for Orthodox Moms. The prayers 

in Chapter 2 of this book are those written by the Fathers of the Church as the 

most important to pray and take to heart. The other prayers throughout the book 

are simple prayers from the heart of one Mother to another. 

 

Growing Faithful Families: A longstanding Bookstore favorite, this book was 

written to help families live and grow in our Christian faith.  For each week of 

the liturgical year, the Epistle and Gospel passages are presented, together with 

the five tasks: pray, hear, share, grow, and serve. These tasks have been adapted 

for families and made relevant to the Scripture passages. 

  
 



 

 

Graduation Books for Teens and Young Adults 

 

Stories from Scripture: The Old Testament is full of exciting stories.  They 

are unique in their own way and full of drama, wisdom, and truth. Stories 

such as these provide great wisdom.  These stories present the spiritual 

truths of the Holy Scripture in a most accessible and applicable way to con-

temporary man. 

 

Hear Me: A Prayerbook for Orthodox Teens: Our youth becoming teens 

enters them into an exciting and sometimes confusing time of life as they 

are developing patterns of living.  Prayer is a valuable pattern to establish. 

This book has prayers and encouragement for many areas of one’s life to 

know that we have a God who hears us. 

 

80 Talks for Orthodox Young People: This unique book has simple, yet in-

formative instructions for Orthodox Christian teachings and practices for 

young people.  This book will help our youth learn scripture, tradition and 

liturgical life in a provocative, stimulating and enjoyable way.  Everything 

leads to one goal. . .to make Jesus Christ the core and essence of our life 

and make Him our Savior. 

 

Game Plan: Practical Wisdom for the College Experience: How will your 

faith fare when you enter the new world of college, leaving behind the safe-

ty of home, community, and church?  This book provides a game plan to 

survive and thrive in the new environment of college. 

 

While our Bookstore is still closed as a Sunday gathering place, please let 

us know if you want to make an appointment to visit or to place a special 

order. Please contact Jean Demas, Bookstore Coordinator, saintathana-

siosbookstore@gmail.com , call Sherry Haralambopoulos or Joanne     

Collins in the Church Office, or see anyone on our Bookstore team includ-

ing Rose Pagonis, Thanea Walter, Amanda McKinney, or Joleen Pietrzyk.  



 

 

Jr GOYA had a great time at our March Fellowship and Service Event.  After 
Liturgy on Sunday the 22nd, 11 kids met in St Matthew Hall and worked to-
gether to assemble baskets for the young residents of Hesed House.  When 
they were done, Father Panagiotis gave the kids a Lenten lesson about sin and 
confession.  It was a wonderful afternoon.  

 

Thank you to the many generous parishioners of St. Athanasios for contrib-
uting eggs, shred, baskets, toys and candy to help us fill the baskets.  We also 
had several cash donations that helped. We were able to make 40 baskets for 
the kids focusing on four different age groups.   

 

Look for information for our next event which will be a Field Day on May 
23rd!!   

 

Jr GOYA is for kids in 6th through 8th grade.  Contact Irene Evert at             
mysister14@gmail.com or Samantha Dulles at ssdulles@yahoo.com for 
more information.  



 

 



 

 

Are you a high school senior who is graduating this 
year? If you are planning on attending college, please 
consider applying for the 2021 St. Athanasios 
Philoptochos Scholarship. Application forms are               
available now! A copy can be sent to you by emailing 
Samantha Dulles at: 

saintathanasiosofficephiloptochos@gmail.com 

                                                                               
Applications are due to the church office by Sunday, May 9th, 2021.                                                          

Congratulations to all the graduating seniors and good luck! 

MICHAEL B. PETROVICH MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION  

Interested applicants can call the church    

office to receive an application.  

 APPLICATION MUST BE         

TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY 

TO mczaha@gmail.com , WITH A 

HARD COPY MAILED TO               

1407 Somerset Place; Barrington, IL., 

60010                                                   

THE ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION 

MUST BE RECEIVED BY MIDNIGHT 

JUNE 1, 2021 (CST)  

Essay On a separate sheet, please include an 

explanation of your future plans relating to 

music and how these plans might contribute 

to the Greek Orthodox Church and its       

ministries (no more than 300 words).  



 

 



 

 

May 2021 

 Monthly Food Focus Donation  

Month Food Item 

May Beans (can/bag/box) 

The Saint Athanasios Food Pantry ministry supports these two local organizations: 
 
Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry (1110 Jericho Road Aurora):      Monday, 

Wednesday & Friday 8:00am to 3:00pm. 
 
Loaves & Fishes (1871 High Grove Lane, Naperville):  Monday – Thursday 

8:00am to 5:00pm Friday 8:00am to 2:00pm and Saturday 8:00am to Noon. 
(When dropping off food here don’t forget to have it weighed and email Chris-
tina Valavanidis) 

 
Sign up using the link in the weekly bulletin through signup genius.  
 
Any questions, please contact Christina Valavanidis  
christinana.valavanidis@gmail.com for more information.   

On behalf of the ministry Food Pantry, we wanted to thank all our parishioners for 
continuing to support our initiative and providing food to those in need. We donated 
40lbs of food for April. We are aiming to donate 225lbs for May.  

Also-thank you to those who have contributed their time or donation in March.. We 
are grateful for your support.  

For the month of May, we are asking that each parishioner that attends service or 
visits the church to bring the food item listed below.                                                
(No Expired Food or partially opened packaged foods. Please do not bring toys or pantry items such as 
flour, sugar, spices, etc.)  



 

 

April 2021 

5 Year Memorial– Nick Metrou 

1 Year Memorial– John Kallas 

**Note: For memorials scheduled during the COVID-19 Pandemic: you may bring Prosforo 

and Koliva for the blessing, however, at this time, the Kolyva cannot be distributed to the par-

ish. It will need to be returned to the family to bring back home.    

Additional items for memorials: olive oil and wine. Wine may be purchased through              

Oakhurst Liquors in Aurora (Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine). 

Funerals 

George Trikolas 

Peter Stamatopoulos 

“Blessed are those who mourn,  

For they shall be comforted.” 

-Matthew 5:4 



 

 

Wooforia is our family owned doggie 

day care and boarding facility striving 

to be your best friend’s home away 

from home.  

Our building is designed with the 

safety and comfort of your pets in 

mind and offers indoor and outdoor 

play areas.  

The Stamatakis family invites you to:  

Visit us at 2051 Mayfield Drive in 

Montgomery  

Or call us at: (630) 299-3239  

Ted Mesiacos, AIA, NCARB                    

Principal 

1 E. Benton St.                                          

Aurora, IL 60505                                  

Office: 630-617-5630          

www.themesarchitecture.com 

 

SUSTAINING, RENOVATING, AND 

         DESIGNING THE BUILDINGS AND   

    SPACES OF TOMORROW 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

49 Sugar Ln. Sugar Grove, IL 

60554 

(630) 466-4557 

At route 47 and Junction 30 

Owners:  Moe Procopos and  

Chris Procopos 

4000 Fox Valley Center Dr.  
Aurora, IL. 60504 

www.basilsdining.com 
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