
 

 



 

 

With the feast of Ascension, celebrated this year on June 10th, we come to the 
conclusion of the Paschal Season. Our Lord, who rose from the dead, now rises into 
the Heavenly Kingdom taking with Him His human nature. What a fascinating fact to 
reflect upon. Christ, in His human and resurrected body ascends to heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He never loses His human nature, instead He 
bears it with Him to heaven. So astounding is this that the hymns of the feast day 
even comment, “The angels were amazed, seeing a Man so exalted”. 

As God, and ALSO Man, Jesus ascending into heaven shows that we humans also 
have a place with Him and His father in Heaven. And not just any place, but since 
Christ sits at the right hand of the Father, it is shown that we humans will join Him 
ABOVE the angels. It is for such an exalted position that we were created. God 
invites us to surpass the angels and sit with Him. 

He shows us our great and magnificent potential. Every human now is able, if they 
are willing, to join Him above the angels in Heaven. That is our potential. The vision 
of our potential is shown by the Apostles who witness the Ascension. “Now when He 
had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received 
Him out of their sight. And they looked steadfastly toward the heaven as He went 
up” (Acts 1:9-10). At other times when Christ revealed His glory, the Disciples fell 
to the ground and had to avert their eyes. Now they are able to stand staring up to 
watch and behold the path and glory that awaits them. They are able to direct their 
attention toward their potential. 

Often times there is a tendency to look at human nature as inherently flawed, or even 
to look down on individual humans. Granted we are sinful, but sin is not natural to 
humanity. Seeing individuals or even humanity as a whole only as flawed and fallen, 
denies the Glory that Christ bestows on humanity when He ascends and sits at the 
right hand of His father, and it denies the potential of every individual to join him. 

The Apostles are left at the feast of Ascension, fixated on their potential. How would 
the world be different if we focused our attention not on flaws or even the past, but 
rather upon the potential of each of us to ascend with Christ to the Heavenly 
Kingdom? What if we approached sin as those things that hold us back from reaching 
our true potential, things that keep us from becoming who we are meant to be? How 
much easier would it be to love and assist someone struggling in sin, if we 
remembered that there is a bright and glorious potential within them. How much 
stronger would our spiritual lives and practices be if we remembered, on a constant 
basis, that we are striving to fulfill our potential in the Lord? 

In celebration of the Feast of Ascension I pray that the Lord keep us like His 
Apostles, staring up at His Heavenly Kingdom, knowing that we are invited, and 
more importantly called to join Him at the right hand of His Father. 
 
+ Fr. Panagiotis 



 

 

 Dear Parishioners, 

  

  Xpistos Anesti! I pray that you all had a wonderful Pascha with your friends and family. 

 

  Streaming:  As I stated last month we received two generous donations (totaling $16,000) to 

upgrade our streaming and our network. I am excited to report, that we were able to update our 

streaming just in time for Holy Week. I would like to that our generous donors for their donation. I 

am glad that many of you were able to notice the picture and sound quality of our new streaming 

services. We are thankful for this new upgrade to provide better picture and sound quality to our 

parishioners and for those that are viewing our services online. 

 

 Holy Week:  I would like to first thank Fr. Panagiotis for the beautiful services during Holy Week. 

It was a blessing to be inside Church this year to celebrate Holy Week and for all us to be together to 

celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Thank you to Kosta and Presbytera 

Nichole for chanting at the services. To our Parish Council for their hard work and confirming that 

we are following all guidelines that our Holy Metropolis of Chicago provided us. To you; the 

Parishioners, for your understanding and cooperation with all the guidelines that we had to follow. 

 
 Parish Assembly: Our Parish Assembly will take place on June 6th via Zoom. We have mailed out 
the Agenda, and fall parish assembly minutes, and the finances as of March 2021. We will also be 
sending out email reminders, for parishioners to sign up for the Parish Assembly. Parishioners in 
good standing will be able to sign up for the Parish Assembly. Please register using this link: 

     
Graduation Sunday: We had our graduation Sunday on May 23rd . After Liturgy we had a field 
day and the all the kids played games, had relay races, and many other activities. We also had a BBQ 
and this was a great way for us to end the Sunday school year. Thank you to all the parents that had 
their kids participate via zoom, and to all the teachers for their love and commitment to our Sunday 
School. 

 Aurora Greek Fest:  As I previously wrote last month, we will be having an Aurora Greek Fest 

this year.  Of course, with following restrictions and guidelines, given by the City of Aurora, and 

Kane County and the CDC.  We would like to have the Festival sometime in the late summer time, 

or have it September, possibly October. Hopefully at that time, we will be able to have a festival 

indoors and not just having a drive-thru. More information will be forthcoming. 

 

Golf Outing:  We have scheduled our annual Golf Outing - OPA Outing for Monday, August 30th 

at Carillon Golf Course. There are many ways to participate for the Golf Outing. Grab a few friends 

and join us for a day of fun and fellowship. Sponsorship opportunities are available as well! To sign 

up for the golf outing or more information to be a sponsor, please contact Frank Demas. 

Wishing you all a blessed month, and a happy, safe, and healthy summer! 

  

Alithos Anesti! 

 

Foti Georgopoulos 

  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkcOysqj4qGN2c68DChPsRZa3aWwKgLwzQ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkcOysqj4qGN2c68DChPsRZa3aWwKgLwzQ


 

 

During the procession of the gifts some people follow the gifts (turning their backs to the altar) 
while others turn toward the altar (turning their backs on the unconsecrated gifts). Which way 
should we turn?        – A.F. 
If you sit on the right side of the Church (the chanter’s side) you look to your left during the entire 

procession, while those on the left side of the Church will start off looking left as the procession 

begins and end up looking right toward the center aisle as it concludes. So, the question is, for those 

sitting on the left side of the Church how should they turn: continue to watch the gifts and turn 

counterclockwise, or rotate clockwise toward the center aisle after the gifts have passed by?   

First, some history and context. In practical terms, the Great Entrance is the ceremonial transfer of the 

Gifts (unconsecrated bread and wine) to the Altar table, so that they may be offered and consecrated 

into the Body and Blood of Christ. There are many spiritual interpretations of this action and I am not 

going to comment on those right now, what is important to understand is that at its foundation, the 

Great Entrance fulfills a practical purpose of bringing the bread and wine from the place where they 

are stored to the Altar. Originally the Gifts were not stored in the Church, but in a separate building 

outside the main body of the Church. The deacons would leave the Church through a side door while 

the Chanter was singing, retrieve the gifts, and carry them through the center aisle to the Altar. Until 

recently, everyone was facing the center during the Great Entrance, and this question could not even 

arise. 

 Over Time the Gifts began to be stored in the Altar itself. Yet, the essential route of bringing the Gifts 

to the Altar via the center aisle was maintained, even if it now meant that the procession had to 

traverse the left side aisle first in order to get there. That is why the people sitting on the left side of 

the Church now have to figure out which way to turn. There is your history and context.  

With that in mind, the answer to the original question is that it is most appropriate if you are sitting on 

the left side of the Church to turn clockwise toward the Altar after the gifts have passed you by, 

instead of continuing to follow the gifts and thus turning your back to the Altar. It comes down to the 

question which receives preference and honor: the gifts, or the Altar. The answer is the Altar. At this 

point in the service, the gifts are simple bread and wine, blessed yes during the preparation, but still 

bread and wine. Writing in the 14th century, St. Nicholas Kavasilas comments on this “If any of those 

who prostrate themselves thus before the priest who is carrying the offering adores them as if they 

were the Body and Blood of Christ, and prays to them as such, he is led into error…In this entry of the 

offerings the gifts are not yet consecrated for the sacrifice.” His contemporary, St. Symeon of 

Thessaloniki makes the point that we should still give the gifts honor and reverence and we cannot 

treat them as mundane, but again emphasizes that they are not yet consecrated. To this we add the 

words of Christ Himself, “For which is greater, the gift or the Altar that sanctifies the gift?” Clearly, 

He intends us to answer: the Altar. Because the gifts are being transferred to the Altar, upon which 

they will be sanctified, preference is given to the Altar. Consequently, while paying honor to the gifts, 

we do not abandon the Altar.                                                                                                                        

________________________                                                                                                                    
1 Commentary on the Divine Liturgy, Kavasalis 3.24                                                                                                                         

2 Matthew 23:19
 

To submit a question for a feature in a future Stump the Priest article, email Fr. Panagiotis at 

Frpboznos@gmail.com 



 

 

June Liturgy/Events Calendar 

All services are livestreamed on our Facebook Page & YouTube.       

Orthros begins at 8:30am with Divine Liturgy following at 9:30am                        

Sunday, June 6th                                             

 

Wednesday June 9th                                                                     

Leave-taking of Pascha 

 

Thursday, June 10th                                                                        

Holy Ascension 

 

Friday, June 11th                                                                              

Liturgy for Metropolitan Nathanael Namesday–                             

At Annunciation Cathedral Chicago                                                                           

9:30am 

 

Sunday, June 13th 

 

Sunday, June 20th                                                                             

Pentecost                                                                                         

Happy Father’s Day! 

 

Sunday, June 27th 

 

Tuesday, June 29th                                                                                     

SS Peter & Paul 

 

Wednesday, June 30th                                                                      

Synaxis of the Holy Apostles Liturgy-                                              

At Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church                                   

8:30am 



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

“… The Greatest of These is Love…” 
 
Xpistos Anesti! 
 
Our Parish continues to be blessed with the love and support from you, our 
Parishioners, through your stewardship commitment and generous donations. 
Thank you to the parishioners that have submitted their 2021 stewardship 
pledge. Our Stewardship numbers continue to rise and we are in a positive 
position so far for the year. Thank you to the many parishioners that have 
increased their pledge, and for those that have fulfilled their pledge amount for 
2021. 
 
Below you will see an update on our stewardship numbers. 
 
As of 5/13/2021: 
Pledged Stewards: 269 
Pledged Amount: $298,843 
 
As of 4/30/2021: 
Total Collected: $194,359 
 
Non-Pledged Stewards: We still have many parishioners that have not 
submitted their pledge for 2020, and we have also sent out correspondence to 
parishioners, that pledged on 2019. The stewardship committee, will be 
contacting these families. 
 
New Families: Please help me welcome three new families that have joined our 
Parish. Jenny Kanaris, Michael & Joanna Guistolise, and Mary Ann Holt. 
 
Alithos Anesti! 
 
Wishing you all a blessed month! 
 
 
Foti Georgopoulos 
Parish Council President 
Stewardship Chairman 



 

 



 

 

June 2021  

Jean Demas and Joanne Collins 

 

With the pandemic restrictions slowly being relaxed, June may be a 

busy month for delayed wedding celebrations. Give your favorite 
“Gambro and Nifi” the long lasting gift of a special icon or book to 

honor their Greek Orthodox marriage: 

 

Wedding at Cana is the icon that depicts the sacred rite of 
marriage and the miracle of our Lord turning water into wine. 

 
 

 

 

Building an Orthodox Marriage discusses 
the prayers and spiritual union given in the 

wedding ceremony along with guidance on 

building a marriage from the foundation of our 

Lord. 
 
 

 

Crown Them with Glory and Honor moves through short, 

everyday life stories, many key ingredients to a successful marriage 

are discussed in this book. A great, easy read for all married 
couples. 

 

Marriage: An Orthodox Perspective provides well known 

Liturgical and historical facts and necessary conclusions are 
discussed to establish the essential meaning of marriage. 

 
 



 

 

 
Toolkit for Spiritual Growth: A Practical Guide to Prayer, 

Fasting, and Almsgiving offers the fundamentals of the three-
legged stool of Orthodox practice - prayer, almsgiving, and 

fasting - in terms that everyone can understand and implement 

to establish married life together in Christ on a firm footing. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Flag Day is the time in June to remember our departed loved  
ones. Important items to purchase in the Bookstore are seven-

day cemetery candles, incense, and charcoal. Burial shrouds to 

cloak your loved one as they depart into everlasting life are also 

available. 

 
Don’t forget about the Dad’s and Father’s Day Gifts. In 

addition to books and icons, our Bookstore has men’s religious 

bracelets, worry beads, bookmarks, wall crosses, and CDs to 

listen to Orthodox hymns. 
 

If you need to purchase something in our Bookstore, please 

contact the Church Office for a date/time to visit. To volunteer 

to help on Sundays in our Bookstore when we are open after 
Sunday Liturgy again, or to place a special order, please contact 

Jean Demas, Bookstore Coordinator, 

saintathanasiosbookstore@gmail.com , call the Church Office, 

or see anyone on our Bookstore team. We are ready to serve 
you! 



 

 
EASTER RECAP 



 

 



 

 

Philoptochos News….. 

This year, we were able to hold our annual Tsoureki & Koulourdia sales during Holy 

Week. Philoptochos profited $1,100 of which will be donated to further our           

philanthropic mission to serve our community.  

On May 16th, Philoptochos held Board & Office Elections. The following ladies were 

elected to these positions:  

President- Samantha Dulles 

1st Vice President- Sherry Haralambopoulos 

2nd Vice President- Sue Manos 

Recording Secretary- Stacy Kuncl 

Corresponding Secretary- Mary Christofidis 

Treasurer- Mary Kyes 

Ass’t Treasurer- Stephanie Altidis 

Advisor- Elli Koulos 

Board Members:  

Kara Houston 

Christina Valavanidis 

Rose Pagonis 

Val DiGiovanni 

Connie Romios 

We also conducted a regular membership meeting in which we discussed and passed 

the 2021 Budget.  

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Our annual End of Year party is BACK! Set your calendars for Thursday, June 10th, 

6:00pm. The party will be held at the home of Sherry Haralambopoulos, 11145    

Highland Dr. Naperville, IL. 60564. More details will be coming in the weeks ahead! 



 

 



 

 

June 2021 
 

 Monthly Food Focus Donation  

Month Food Item 

June Peanut Butter 

The Saint Athanasios Food Pantry ministry supports these two local 
organizations: ● Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry (1110 Jericho Road 
Aurora): Monday, Wednesday & Friday 8:00am to 3:00pm (Complete the audit 

list of items you are dropping off so we can account for the pounds) Loaves & Fishes 
(1871 High Grove Lane, Naperville): Monday – Thursday 8:00am to 5:00pm 
Friday 8:00am to 2:00pm and Saturday 8:00am to Noon. (When dropping off here, 
please ask the volunteer to weigh our food pantry donation and email Christina 
Valavanidis.) 

 
Sign up using the link in the weekly bulletin through signup genius. 
 
Any questions, please contact Angie Weld at aweld75@yahoo.com or Christina 
Valavanidis at christina.valavanidis@gmail.com for more information. 

On behalf of the ministry Food Pantry, we wanted to 
thank all our parishioners for continuing to support our 
initiative and providing food to those in need. We 
donated 226 lbs of food for May. We are aiming to donate 225 lbs for June. 
 
Also-thank you to those who have contributed their time or donation in May. 
We are grateful for your support. 
 
For the month of June, we are asking that each parishioner that attends 
service or visits the church to bring the food item listed below.  
(No Expired Food or partially opened packaged foods. Please do not bring toys or pantry items such 
as flour, sugar, spices, etc.) 

 



 

 

May 2021 

40 Day Memorial– Peter Stamatopoulos 

5 Year Memorial– Demetrios Botsis 

 

Wedding- 

Tom & Kristen Darrus 

Baptism- 

Alexander Finerty– Son of Patrick & Hadi Finerty 

Blessings- 

40 Day Blessing- 

Annika Morton– Daughter of Ryan & Nika Morton 



 

 

Wooforia is our family owned doggie 

day care and boarding facility striving 

to be your best friend’s home away 

from home.  

Our building is designed with the 

safety and comfort of your pets in 

mind and offers indoor and outdoor 

play areas.  

The Stamatakis family invites you to:  

Visit us at 2051 Mayfield Drive in 

Montgomery  

Or call us at: (630) 299-3239  

Ted Mesiacos, AIA, NCARB                    

Principal 

1 E. Benton St.                                          

Aurora, IL 60505                                  

Office: 630-617-5630          

www.themesarchitecture.com 

 

SUSTAINING, RENOVATING, AND 

         DESIGNING THE BUILDINGS AND   

    SPACES OF TOMORROW 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

49 Sugar Ln. Sugar Grove, IL 

60554 

(630) 466-4557 

At route 47 and Junction 30 

Owners:  Moe Procopos and  

Chris Procopos 

4000 Fox Valley Center Dr.  
Aurora, IL. 60504 

www.basilsdining.com 
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