
 

 



 

 

“Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after 

the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully 

puts it on his shoulders and goes home.” (Luke 15:5-6) 

“Having been deceived, Adam fell into the depths of hell; but being 

God and Merciful by nature, You went looking for him, carried 

him on Your shoulders and resurrected him with You.” (Sunday 
Orthros, Tone 6) 

Perhaps the most common imagery used for Christ’s resurrection is that of conquering 

victor over death. We see Him standing upon a personification of Death in icons of the 
resurrection. Even St. John Chrysostom’s Paschal Homily reiterates that Death “was 
embittered” when it was defeated by the living God. This perspective is true. Our Lord 

is the vanquisher of Death. Yet, I would like to present another way to look at the Res-
urrection that shifts the focus from the battle between Christ and Death to Christ con-

tinuing to execute the purpose of His incarnation: to be the shepherd who searches in 
earnest for His lost sheep in order to return them to His fold.  

Every aspect of Christ’s earthly ministry can be understood in 

the context of Him searching for His lost sheep. When Adam 

sinned and was expelled from Paradise, Christ came to earth, 

where Adam’s descendants lived. When He began His ministry, 

He went to the synagogues. He went into the countryside and 

the cities. He went to the homes of tax collectors and sinners. 

He went to the Temple. He went to a Roman jail. He went to the 

Cross. And last of all He went to the very depths of Hades, all 

the while searching for His lost sheep.  

How Great is our God! There is no limit to where he will go to find the lost. Even if it 

means the excruciating pain of crucifixion, He will bear it, so as to be able to search 

after us. When we are found by the Lord, does His mercy and compassion cease? No, 

He does not force us to march back home. “He joyfully puts [us] on His shoulders and 

goes home”.  

We must appreciate that we are in fact His lost sheep. That we have strayed from His 

flock. And yet, the beauty of His resurrection shows us that such a fact is not some-

thing over which to despair. His desire to find us, regardless of where we are, to lift us 

up, and to carry us in His embrace back to our home knows no bounds.  

As we spend the entirety of this month preparing for the Resurrection, the great witness 

of His mercy, I pray that we marvel at His all-encompassing love. For it was through 

His love that He descended to search for us, His lost sheep, in the hopes of raising us 

upon His shoulders and into His eternal Kingdom. I wish you a blessed remainder 

of Great Lent and a blessed Holy Week.  



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
I hope you are all doing well.  We have entered into our Lenten Journey and we await 
the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
 
Church Services:  We have increased the amount of people that we are able to have for 
Church services to 120 people.  This also includes seating in the Choir loft.  With the 
ability to have more parishioners for services, we ask that you to please continue to   
follow the guidelines that the Metropolis of Chicago has given to all the parishes.  A few 
of the guidelines are as follows. 
 

• Please have your mask on prior to entering the Church.  Your mask needs to cover 
your nose. You are able to remove your mask once you have exited the Church. 

• Please do not venerate the Icons. We ask that you bow instead.  

• Please wait to be seated by a Parish Council Member. 

• Please do not congregate in the Narthex. You are able to congregate outside in the 
parking lot. 

 
Holy Week Services:  We will be able to provide additional seating in Saint Matthew 
Hall while maintaining social distancing and following the guidelines from the           
Metropolis.  More information about Holy Week services will be forthcoming.  
 
Ministries:  With restrictions continuing to get lowered and allowing us to have more 
parishioners attending church services, we are also able to have in-person gatherings for 
our youth and other church ministries.  Some of our Youth Ministries have met and oth-
ers have events and meetings scheduled.  If your children are interested in participating 
in any of our youth groups (Joy, Jr. Goya, & GOYA), please feel free to contact me or 
the Church office to provide you information about our youth groups. 
 
Upcoming Church Events:  We are anticipating to have at least one Aurora Greek Fest 
this year.  We continue to check on restrictions and guidelines, given by the City of  
Aurora, and Kane County.  We are hopeful as we get closer to summer, it will allow us 
to either have a Drive Thru Fest (limited menu), or have an in person festival as our  
previous festivals.  We have scheduled our annual Golf Outing - OPA Outing for    
Monday, August 30th at Carillon Golf Course.   If you are interested in participating in 
our OPA Outing, please contact Frank Demas.  
 
Wishing you all a blessed month, and Lenten journey. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Foti Georgopoulos 



 

 

 

 

I am hoping you can clarify something for me. Christ fasted for 40 days in 
the desert, correct? Why is it that ever year Lent is a lot more than 40 days? 

We start fasting from meat, then a week later we start the strict fast, so all 

told there are 8 weeks of fasting 56≠ 40. – L.L. 

 
This is a great question, and honestly one that I asked myself all the time until I got to 

seminary and had it explained to me, so I understand the confusion and even frustration 

at what seems like our inability to basic math. The Fasting practices of the Church have 

developed over the past two thousand years and varied both based on time and place. I 

will spare you a full historical account of their development, but we do need to take into 

consideration two things: the first is the relationship between Lent and Baptism, and the 

second is the Church’s pastoral approach to fasting.  

 
In the 2nd century, St. Justin Martyr writes about how people who intended to be baptized 

should prepare. He states, “As many as are persuaded and believe that what we teach and 

say is true, and undertake to be able to live accordingly, are instructed to pray and to en-

treat God with fasting, for the remission of their sins that are past, we praying and fasting 

with them.” (Justin Martyr, 1st Apology 61). 

 

Because in the ancient Church, all baptisms were celebrated in conjunction with Pascha, 

Fr. Alexander Schememann describes the origins of Lent as it relates to what St. Justin 

mentions as fasting in preparation for baptism. He explains, “This preparation involved 

the entire community, which thus was preparing itself for the reception of the new mem-

bers. And it is from this double preparation-that of the catechumen and that of the 

Church-that there developed the pre-paschal liturgical season which today we call Great 

Lent.”  

So the 40 day fast is related to preparation for baptism and new people entering the 

Church. Both those preparing for baptism themselves and the community fasted together. 

40 days is symbolic of Christ’s 40 day fast in the desert before beginning His ministry. 

This number was obviously chosen because of the connection between Christ’s fast be-

fore beginning His ministry and people preparing to begin their lives as Christians.  

 

As I said, practice varied throughout the ages and in different locations, but one of those 
practices which has become foundational to our experience of Lent today was the prac-

tice of baptizing new Christians on the Saturday of Lazarus. Thus if you were going to 
fast for 40 days before the Saturday of Lazarus, you would begin on a Monday 6 weeks 

prior. This is what we have today. Lent officially begins on Clean Monday and ends on 
the Friday of the 6th week (this year March 15th – April 23rd).  



 

 

April Liturgy/Events Calendar 

*All church services will require advanced sign up. Call the church office if you 

need assistance with signing up for service; 630-851-6106                                 

Divine Liturgy services begin @ 9:30am following Orthros @ 8:30am 

Friday, April 2nd                                       

7:00pm 3rd Salutations   

 

Saturday, April 3rd                            

10:00am JOY Meeting                                 

 

Sunday, April 4th                                  

Sunday of the Holy Cross 

 

Monday, April 5th                               

6:00pm Great Compline                           

 

Wednesday, April 7th                            

7:00pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy                    

 

Thursday, April 8th                           

7:30pm Bible Study via Zoom                               

 

Friday, April 9th                                 

7:00pm 4th Salutations 

 

Sunday, April 11th                              

Sunday of St. John Climacus              

 

Monday, April 12th                         

6:00pm Great Compline                            

  

Wednesday, April 14th                                  

7:00pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Friday, April 16th                                

7:00pm Akathist Hymn 

Sunday, April 18th                               

Sunday of  St. Mary of Egypt 

 

Monday, April 19th                                

6:00pm Great Compline 

 

Wednesday, April 21st                            

7:00pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

 

Thursday, April 22nd                                        

7:30pm Bible Study via Zoom 

 

Saturday, April 24th                                 

Saturday of Lazarus                                

11:30am Kids Lenten Retreat 

 

**Holy Week Schedule is posted 

on the following page.     

 

**All church services are 

livestreamed on our Facebook 

Page.                                                                               



 

 



 

 



 

 

April 2021  

Jean Demas and Joanne Collins 

We welcome the month of April enveloped in our Holy Lenten season in preparation 

for Holy Week, the Resurrection, and Pascha. A special Holy Day is Sunday, April 4 th, 

Κυριακή του Τιμίου Σταυρού, or the Sunday of the Holy Cross, “Stavroproskinisis” 

that falls this year on Western Easter Sunday.                                                               

We cherish healing through the cross which brings clarity to our lives and replaces any 

fear or bitterness with the light of peace. We also recognize each other as Greek      

Orthodox Christians when we make our sign of the cross together during our Church       

services. We have many types of crosses, bookmarks, ornaments, books, and icons in 

our Bookstore to have in our homes or to adorn ourselves with jewelry that includes 

crosses.                                                                                                                        

Prayer during this Lenten season brings renewal of our spirituality in our personal  

conversations with God and the Saints. Below are some of the newer books that we 

will have in our Bookstore in time for this prayerful and grateful season. 

Renewing You: A Priest, a Psychologist, and a Plan 

This book enlightens you to spiritual renewal to become aware of the plan God has for 

you to become the best person you can be! 

Healing Your Wounded Soul: Growing from Peace to Pain 

Release and be healed from any past pain using the treatment plan described in this 

book. Learn to draw on the teachings of our Orthodox faith to become renewed and 

refreshed for your path forward to union with God. 

Gratitude in Life’s Trenches: How to Experience the Good Life…Even When Every-

thing is Going Wrong 

In this book, we are shown how God is present in our lives during time of suffering 

and how to develop thoughts centered on gratitude, peace, and self-acceptance that will 

help change our pain to increased faith in a rainbow at the end of the storm. 

All is Well 

The content is simply written to help achieve peace of mind by sharing the Fifty-Five 

maxims of Father Tom Hopko which are instrumental on our ability to continually say, 

“All is well!” 

Toolkit for Spiritual Growth: A Practical Guide to Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving 

Whether you are new to Orthodoxy or a “seasoned” worshiper, this book will provide 

strategies for a three-pronged stool to balance your spirituality: Prayer, Fasting, and 

Almsgiving. 



 

 

Last month Jr GOYA had a wonderful time sledding together! The weather 
was sunny and the hills were snowy!  With the weather warming up we are 
looking forward to more in-person events this Spring!  
 
Jr GOYA is for youth in grades 6th-8th. If you are interested in your child 
joining please email Samantha Dulles at ssdulles@yahoo.com or Irene Evert at 
mysister14@gmail.com  



 

 

In February, Philoptochos sponsored a lecture via Zoom for all St. Athanasios 

Parishioners entitled "Religion and Science Through the Lens of Particle     

Physics,” by Dr. Vaia Papadimitrou. The lecture was very engaging and was 

well attended.  

Even though this past year has been filled with “lock downs” and “quarantines”, 

Philoptochos has made it our mission to keep our Philoptochos sisters & parish 

connected, and in that process, have developed a new ministry called The 

Agape Ministry. In the month of February our volunteers mailed Valentine’s 

Day Cards & in March put together amazing baskets of Lenten treats & deliv-

ered to those throughout our parish. It was such a wonderful surprise for all.  



 

 

Continuing our mission of helping those in need and serving our community, 

Philoptochos partnered with the Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry in March to   

assemble Easter baskets for children. We donated  the 350 baskets needed and 

the food pantry provided the items to fill it with. That partnership provided 

many smiles to the children and to us.  

We rounded out the month of March sharing a Lenten meal 

together and having a discussion with Fr. Panagiotis on the 

relationship between Baptism & Pascha after Compline    

Service. I believe we all learned something we didn’t know; 

it was truly interesting. What a wonderful feeling to be able 

to see each other in person again and to fellowship with our 

sisters in Christ.  



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

“… The Greatest of These is Love…” 
 
 
I would like to thank all parishioners that have submitted their 2021 pledge 
and their continued love and support to our beloved Saint Athanasios.  Below I 
have provided a snapshot of our current Stewardship numbers. 
 
As of 3/17/2021 
 
Pledged Stewards: 234 
Pledged Amount: $259,831 
 
As of 2/28/2021 
 
Total Collected:  $117,093 
 
If you haven’t already submitted your 2021 stewardship pledge, you can do so 
by visiting our website at saintathanasios.com, then select 
 Ways to Give 
 Stewardship, and then  

 Stewardship Pledge card.  
 
Pledge Cards:  Many families have been contacted that we haven’t received a 
pledge card, but have received a pledge.  We ask that you please fill out your 
pledge card or visit our website to fill out your pledge card.  This will provide 
the Church the correct information and it will allow us to update any            
information that might be incorrect in our database.   
 
New Families: Last month you should have received an email welcoming our 
new families.  We will continue to send out emails welcoming new families 
that have joined our parish throughout the year.  Please be sure to welcome 
these families to our Parish. 
 
Wishing you all a Blessed Month 
 
Foti Georgopoulos 
Stewardship Chairman 



 

 

March 2021 

40 Day Memorial– Christos Deligiannis 

40 Day Memorial– Paris C. Altidis 

1 Year Memorial– Georgia Beligratis 

1 Year Memorial– Dimitrios Katsaros 

**Note: For memorials scheduled during the COVID-19 Pandemic: you may bring Prosforo 

and Koliva for the blessing, however, at this time, the Kolyva cannot be distributed to the 

parish. It will need to be returned to the family to bring back home.    

Additional items for memorials: olive oil and wine. Wine may be purchased through              

Oakhurst Liquors in Aurora (Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine). 

Baptisms 

Niko Papagiannopoulos-son of Tasso & Angelica Papagiannopoulos 

 

 

Blessings 

Benjamin Behr– son of  Dan Kalant & Stephanie Kalant-Behr 



 

 

Food Pantry Message 
April 2021 

 Monthly Food Focus Donation  

Month Food Item 
April Rice 

For the month of April, we are asking that each parishioner that attends service 
or visits the church to bring the food item listed below.   
(No Expired Food or partially opened packaged foods.  Please do not bring toys or pantry items such as 
flour, sugar, spices, etc.). 

The Saint Athanasios Food Pantry ministry supports these two local organizations: 
 
Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry (1110 Jericho Road Aurora):      

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 8:00am to 3:00pm. 
 

Loaves & Fishes (1871 High Grove Lane, Naperville):  Monday – Thursday 
8:00am to 5:00pm Friday 8:00am to 2:00pm and Saturday 8:00am to 
Noon.  

 
Sign up using the link in the weekly bulletin through signup genius or you may 
call the church office.  When dropping off food don’t forget to have it weighed.  
 

Any questions, please contact Christina Valavanidis  
christinana.valavanidis@gmail.com for more information.   

On behalf of the Food Pantry Ministry, we want to thank all our parishioners 

for continuing to support our initiative and providing food to those in need. We 

donated 374lbs of food for March. We are aiming to donate 300lbs for April!  



 

 



 

 

Ted Mesiacos, AIA, NCARB                    

Principal 

1 E. Benton St.                                          

Aurora, IL 60505                                  

Office: 630-617-5630          

www.themesarchitecture.com 

 

SUSTAINING, RENOVATING, AND 

         DESIGNING THE BUILDINGS AND   

    SPACES OF TOMORROW 



 

 

Wooforia is our family owned doggie day care and  

boarding facility striving to be your best friend’s home 

away from home. Our building is designed with the safety 

and comfort of your pets in mind and offers indoor and 

outdoor play areas.  

The Stamatakis family invites you to:  

Visit us at 2051 Mayfield Drive in Montgomery  

Or call us at: (630) 299-3239  



 

 



 

 

 

49 Sugar Ln. Sugar Grove, IL 

60554 

(630) 466-4557 

At route 47 and Junction 30 

Owners:  Moe Procopos and  

Chris Procopos 

4000 Fox Valley Center Dr.  
Aurora, IL. 60504 

www.basilsdining.com 
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