
 

 



 

 

“Of old, Adam was deceived; and he did not become God, though 
this was his desire. But now, God becomes man, to make Adam god. 
Let creation sing for joy, and let nature be exultant. For the Archangel 
is standing with awe before the Virgin and is delivering the saluta-
tion, "Rejoice," the reverse of the pain and sorrow. O our God, who 
in Your tender mercy became man, glory to You!” – Hymn of      
Orthros for the Feast of the Annunciation 

Of all the feasts of the Church outside of Pascha, the Annunciation (March 25th) 
looms largest, yes I would say even rivaling its counterpart in Christmas. At this 
feast, narrated by St. Luke (Luke 1:26-38), the angel Gabriel comes to the          
Theotokos and announces to her that she has found favor in the sight of God. She is 
to bear His Son and become the Mother of God. After a brief moment of wonder 
and amazement, she accepts this role saying, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! 
Let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38). 

From the moment she spoke those words and obediently accepted the will of the 
Lord, the Theotokos will serve as a contrast to the first woman Eve, who acted in 
disobedience to God and thus brought sin and death into the world. Because of this 
contrast, the feast of the Annunciation is a celebration of  undoing previous evils. 
The hymn quoted at the beginning of this article makes it clear that the Annuncia-
tion and the Theotokos’ obedience reverse the pain and sorrow of the world       
because they lead to the incarnation of Christ and the healing of mankind.  

In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul writes, “sin reigned in death, even so grace 
might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Romans 5:21), meaning that prior to the salvation brought by Christ, sin and 
death had dominion over us and we were subject to them. So the reversal           
proclaimed at the Annunciation was a proclamation of our liberation from the    
oppressive rule of sin and death.  

It is no surprise then, that in 1821, Orthodox Christians would choose this day to 
declare their independence and liberation from the oppressive rule of the Ottoman 
Empire. In the monastery of Agia Lavra, Metropolitan Germanos of Patra preached 
a sermon of liberation both from sin, as through the Annunciation, and from secular 
rule, inspiring the revolution which would lead to Greece’s national independence.  
March 25, 2021 will mark 200 years of independence for Greece, and we should 
remember that it is based upon the preaching of the Gospel. Had Christ not come 
and offered a reversal of evil and liberation from sinful oppression, the inspiration 
for national independence would have been founded on less sturdy ground. Instead, 
we see our national and secular celebration pointing back to the true foundation of 
all: the salvation that comes through Christ.  



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
As we enter the month of March, or Lenten Journey will begin, Great & 
Holy Lent starts on March 15th. Please be sure to view our signup sheet 
to attend services. If you need assistance, you may call the church office 
for guidance.  
 
 
Church Attendance Restrictions:  We have been notified from the   
Metropolis, that we are able to increase the amount of parishioners that 
can attend services.  We will continue to wear masks, and also have 6ft 
distancing.  Our Parish COVID safety teams which includes                 
Fr. Panagiotis, Ted Dulles, Pete Metrou, Dr. Joan Park, Mike Tsimouris, 
and Tracey Collins, and myself, are working on being able to increase 
the amount of parishioners to attend services inside the Church, as well 
as opening up St. Matthew Hall for Holy Week services,  so more      
parishioners can participate in those services via the virtual church.  
Please be on the lookout for emails pertaining to signing up for those 
services.  
 
 
Streaming Donation:  Our parish received two large donations ear-
marked for our Streaming Ministry. We will be working with a company 
to update and replace our camera that we have currently for our stream-
ing. I would like to thank the families that donated towards this ministry.  
We are anticipating that the new streaming equipment will be installed 
by Holy Week.  
 
 
Events (Aurora Greek Fest & Golf Outing):  As you all know we 
were not able to have these events in 2020.  It is our hope, that we can 
have these events, following any guidelines and restrictions that might 
be in place during the time period we want to hold these events.   



 

 

 

Did Noah really bring 2 of each animal on the Ark? 
-N.M. 

We should start off first with the scriptures and see exactly what the Bible records, be-

fore moving on to any additional interpretation. There we will see that a hairsplitting 

answer to this question is unequivocally: NO, but not in the way you might be thinking.  

God first gives Noah a general command about the animals that will accompany him on 

the ark.  

 From every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every kind into the 

ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. Of the birds after their 

kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing on the earth after its own 

kind, tow of every kind, they will enter into the ark with you, male and female to keep 

them alive. (Genesis 6:19-20) 

These are the verses that typically come to mind when we think about the animals on the 

ark. But these are not the only verses about how many animals Noah should bring, and in 

these additional verses God gets more specific. 

 You shall also bring with you into the ark the clean cattle by sevens, male and 

female and the unclean cattle by twos, male and female; and the clean birds of heaven by 

twos, male and female, to keep seed alive on the face of the earth. (Genesis 7:2-3) 

The clean animals are animals that are acceptable for eating and acceptable for sacrifice. 

After the flood waters receded Noah offers a sacrifice of the clean animals to God.  

 Then Noah built an altar to God, and took of every clean animal and of every 

clean bird, and offered whole burnt offerings on the altar. (Genesis 8:20) 

So we see that for some animals, Noah actually brough more than 2. Of the clean animals 

he brought either 7 (total) or 14 (7 pairs of male and female), it is a little unclear. He 

brought more of these animals because when the flood had ended he would be able to 

sacrifice them and his family would be able to eat, without causing the species to go        

extinct.  

As far as the question “was every species of animal present on the Ark?” it is best for us 
to trust in the truth of scripture. What might seem impossible and improbable to our 
minds is neither when the Lord is at work. Time and again He performs miracles within 

the natural world (Exodus 3:2-3; Exodus 17:6; Joshua 10:13; 4 Kingdoms 6:1-7; Mat-
thew 14:13-21; etc.). The salvation of the animals within the ark is another example of 

the Lord’s command over creation.  



 

 

March Liturgy/Events Calendar* 

*All church services will require advanced sign up. Call the church office if you 

need assistance with signing up for service; 630-851-6106                                 

Divine Liturgy services begin @ 9:30am following Orthros @ 8:30am 

Saturday, March 6th                                       

Saturday of Souls                                   

 

Sunday, March 7th                                  

Judgment Sunday (Meatfare Sunday) 

 

Tuesday, March 9th                                

40 Martyrs of Sebaste                           

 

Thursday, March 11th                             

7:30pm Bible Study via Zoom                     

 

Saturday, March 13th                            

Holy Ascetics                                      

 

Sunday, March 14th                             

Forgiveness Sunday               

(Cheesfare Sunday) 

 

Monday, March 15th                             

Beginning of Great & Holy Lent             

6:00pm Great Compline 

 

Wednesday, March 17th                         

7:00pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy  

Friday, March 19th                                  

7:00pm 1st Salutations   

 

Saturday, March 20th                                

St. Theodore & The Miracle of Kolyva 

 

Sunday, March 21st                                

Sunday of Orthodoxy 

 

Monday, March 22nd                                   

6:00pm Great Compline 

 

Wednesday, March 24th                            

7:00pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

 

Thursday, March 25th                           

Annunciation of the Theotokos               

7:30pm Bible Study via Zoom 

 

Friday, March 26th                                   

2nd Saluations 

 

Sunday, March 28th                                

St. Gregory of Palamas 

 

Monday, March 29th                                

6:00pm Great Compline 

 

Wednesday, March 31st                            

7:00 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 



 

 

Champion Food Pantry Message 
March 2021 

 Monthly Food Donation Suggestion 
Month Food Item 
March Canned Fruit 

For the month of March, we are asking that each parishioner that attends service 
or visits the church to bring the food item listed below for March.   
(No Expired Food or partially opened packaged foods.  Please do not bring toys or pantry items such as 
flour, sugar, spices, etc.). 

The Saint Athanasios Food Pantry ministry supports these two local organiza-
tions: 

Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry (1110 Jericho Road Aurora):      
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 8:00am to 3:00pm (Complete the audit list of 
items you are dropping off so we can account for the pounds) 

Loaves & Fishes (1871 High Grove Lane, Naperville):  Monday – Thursday 
8:00am to 5:00pm Friday 8:00am to 2:00pm and Saturday 8:00am to 
Noon.  (When dropping off here, please ask the volunteer to weigh our food pantry 
donation and email Angie Weld.) 

Sign up using the link in the weekly bulletin through signup genius. 
 
Any questions, please contact Angie Weld at aweld75@yahoo.com or Christina 
Valavanidis at christina.valavanidis@gmail.com for more information.   



 

 



 

 

This month brings the start of our Great Lent on Monday, March 15th and 

the Sunday of Orthodoxy as the first Sunday of Lent on March 21st. Our 

Bookstore has prayer books, icons of Jesus’ journey from the Last Supper 

to the Resurrection, liturgical music CDs, liturgical gifts, and religious 

jewelry to adorn Easter outfits. Although our Bookstore is still closed   

during the pandemic restrictions, you can stop in during the week when 

our Church Office is open by calling first to set up a date/time.  

As Lent progresses week to week and moves toward Holy Week and 

Pascha, begin thinking about purchasing one of the many interesting 

books on Orthodoxy and the Lenten season from our Bookstore including: 

 

 

The Orthodox Feasts of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary. This book 

presents liturgical texts for various feasts in a daily note accompanied by 

a brief spiritual and theological commentary. 

Welcome to the Orthodox Church. This guide includes an introduction to 

Orthodoxy to learn or be updated on our Orthodox faith. 

The Orthodox Church: A Well-Kept Secret. This informative book is to 

help young adults and adults with their Christian education and provides a 

path for potential Catechumens who are converting to the Orthodox faith. 

My Orthodox Counting Book. This book gives preschoolers the             

opportunity to learn certain Orthodox traditions and values as they count 

from 1-12. 

You are Special: An Alphabet Activity Book. This book helps children 

use their creativity and imagination to color and draw while reinforcing 

their knowledge of the alphabet and helping them grow closer to God. 

St. Athanasios Bookstore March 2021 Article 

Jean Demas and Joanne Collins 



 

 

 

 

As you prepare for your Lenten journey of prayer and fasting, our 

Bookstore also has many Lenten cookbooks with ideas on how to prepare 

nourishing and healthy meals for you and your family. 

 

The Dish on Your Mediterranean Table. Our own Philoptochos cook-

book is available for purchase in our Bookstore including a collection of 

“tried and true” recipes that will never fail to produce a wonderful meal. 

Watch for a new Philoptochos cookbook to be published soon! 

 

Food, Faith and Fasting. Read about tips to help us eat, exercise, and 

manage stress in a way that is healthful for both our bodies and our souls, 

during times of fasting, feasting, and the days in between. 

 

When You Fast. Try one of 200 recipes that provide a variety of easy, 

nourishing and appealing fasting meals. 

 

Fasting as a Family: Planning and Preparing Delicious Lenten Meals. 

Learn how to stock your Lenten pantry for meal planning on tight    

budgets or with dietary restrictions to prepare easy and delicious fasting 

meals that both children and adults will love! With fewer worries about 

food, readers can focus on the spiritual reasons for fasting. 

 

The Festive Fast: A Guide to Olive Oil and Vegetarian Cuisine. Enjoy 

this book of more than 300 Lenten recipes to share the significance of the 

Mediterranean diet and the inseparable bond between physical and     

spiritual health.   

Remember our Bookstore to shop for those special gifts for yourself and 

your loved ones to guide you through this Holy Season. For custom     

orders, please plan ahead and contact Jean Demas, Bookstore Coordina-

tor, saintathanasiosbookstore@gmail.com  



 

 

 

Dear Parishioner, 
 
This year’s theme for Stewardship is “the Greatest of These is 
Love”.  We have been blessed by the commitment and love that 
you have shown to our Parish over the years pertaining to our 
Stewardship Ministry. 
 
Our Parish has been blessed with serval new families joining our 
Parish in 2021.  I have listed the names of our new families, please 
be sure to welcome them to our Parish and introduce yourself.   
 
New Families that have joined our Parish:  
 
Dimitri & Bridget Batitsas 
Greg & Hanna Gregory 
Sohpia   Georgantonis & Shea Goodwin 
Kalliope Joseph 
George & Joy Logothetis 
Troy & Sophia Michalek 
Theodoros & Ekaterini Mesiacos 
George & Vickie Petmezas 
Harry Procopos & Bridget Smith 
Alexis Pronos 
Dr. Steven & Aspasia Papagiannopoulos 
Bill Papagiannopoulos & Brianna Smith 
Tasso & Angelica Papagiannopoulos 
James & Stephanie Stzalka 
 
 
 
Wishing you all a blessed month! 
 
Foti Georgopoulos 
Stewardship Chairman 
 
 



 

 

Thank you to the 196 families that are listed below that have turned in 
their Pledge card for 2021.    

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Acitelli 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Adams 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Agnos 
Ms. Margarita Altidis 
Mrs. Stephanie Altidis 
Ms. Lamona Athens 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Athens 
Mr. & Mrs. George Athitakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Bakas 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Bakas 
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Baldwin 
Dimitri Batitsas 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Batitsas 
Mr. Dan Behr & Dr. Stephanie Kalant-Behr 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Berdebes 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Bezanis 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bonarirgo 
Mrs. Afroditi Botsis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Botsis 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Boznos 
Father Panagiotis Boznos 
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Caniglia 
Ms. Janet Carlson 
Mr. & Mrs. Dr. John Cassiani 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Chase 
Mr. & Mrs. Guram Chlachidze & Mrs. Ketevan 
Akhobadze 
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Christofidis 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Colligan 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Collins 
Mrs. Joanne Collins 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Condos 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Condos 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Dagiantis 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Damianides 
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Danos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Alex Daskalakis, Jr. 
Mr. Bill J. Deligiannis 
Mr. & Mrs. James Deligiannis 
Mr. Spiro J. Deligiannis 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Demas 
Ms. Kathryn Dietz 
Ms. Valerie DiGiovanni 
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Dravillas 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Dulles 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Evert 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Finerty 
Mrs. Effie Foley 
George Fotou 
Ms. Christine Freeland 
Stavroula Stacy Galanis 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Gallos, Dds 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Garbis 
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Garbis 
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Garoufalis 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Georgacopoulos 
Ms. Sophia Georgantonis & Mr. Shea Goodwin 
Foti Georgopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Georgopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Georgopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Geroulis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Gialamas 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Ginley 
Mr. George Gladis 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Gregory 
Mr. & Mrs. Stilianos Grigoropoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Groezinger 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gross 
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Gundersen 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Halkias 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Haralambopoulos 
Ms. Christina Hasapis 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Heniades 
Ms. Kathy Hiotis 
Mrs. Harriet Hountalas 
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Hountalas 
Mr. & Mrs. John Houston 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Jacobson 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jakovich 
Kalliope S. Joseph 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Joseph 
Dr. & Mrs. Don Kalant 
Mr. & Mrs. Frixos Kanaris 
Ms. Christina Kandalepas 
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Kappas 
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Kappos 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Karlis 
Ms. Nancy Kokos 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Kottis 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Koulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Carris Koultourides 
Mr. Konstantinos Kripintiris 
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Kukla 
Mr. & Mrs. James Kuncl 
Ms. Mary Kyes 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ladas 
Mr. & Mrs. Louie Lambrou 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lambrou 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Lawlor 
Joseph Lawlor 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lehpamer 
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Liveris 
Mr. & Mrs. George Logothetis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Maniatis 
Mrs. Dora Manikas 
Mr. & Mrs. George Manos 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian McAnally 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew McCarty 
Mr. & Mrs. Pj McKinney 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodoros Mesiacos 



 

 

Dr. Bess Metrou 
Ms. Nancy Metrou 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Metrou 
Mr. & Mrs. Troy Michalek 
Mr. Angelo Mishos 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Missana 
Ms. Anna Mitz 
Mr. & Mrs. George Mossides 
Mr. John Mourousias 
Mr. Aaron Mundie 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Nassos 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Nassos 
Ms. Helen Niforos 
Joan Noel 
Mr. & Mrs. John Noel 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Noel 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Nolidis 
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Orwat & Mrs. Angeline 
Weld 
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Owens 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex J. Pagonis 
Ms. JoAnne Pagonis 
Mrs. Rose Pagonis 
Ms. Constance Palos 
Mr. & Mrs. Iraklis Panagopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Pantelis Panagopoulos 
Mrs. Amanda Panos 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Panos 
Ms. Sia Panos 
Mr. & Mrs. George Papacostas 
Dr. Vaia Papadimitriou 
Mr. & Mrs. George Papageorgakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Papageorgakis 
Mr. Bill Papagiannopoulos & Mrs. Brianna 
Smith 
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Papagiannopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Papaioannou 
Mrs. Katherine Papasideris 
Mr. & Mrs. Savvas Papoutsis 
Mrs. Stacey Paras 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Peddle 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Perakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Vince Perozzi 
George Petmezas 
Dr. & Mrs Peter Petratos 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Pietrzyk 
Ms. Eva Pirillis & Mr. Brian Soprych 
Ms. Marisa Policicchio 
Mr. & Mrs. John Poulakidas 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Poulakidas 
Ms. Stephanie Pringhipakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Procopos 
Mr. Harry Procopos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Prokos 
Alexis Pronos 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Pucci 
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Romios 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Roumbos 
Dr. & Dr. Gus Rousonelos 

Ms. Betty Roussos 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Schumacher 
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Sellas 
Mr. Nicholas Siambis 
Mrs. Pauline Siambis 
Mr. & Mrs. George Simios 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Stamas 
Dr. Penelope Stamatakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Stamatopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Stamatopoulos 
Stephanie Strzalka 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Suntken 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Sussenbach 
Mrs. Matina Tchakanakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Theodor 
Mrs. Christine Tonkin 
Ms. Stavroula Tsetelopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanouil Tsimouris 
Mr. & Mrs. James Tsipakis 
Mr. & Mrs. George Tzakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Ugaste 
Mrs. Christina Valavanidis &  Aristotelis Vala-
vandis 
Mrs. Anastasia Vardouniotis 
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Varney 
Dr. & Mrs. Angelo Vatianou 
Mr. & Mrs. John Vlahos 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Walter 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Xinos 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Zanis 
Dr. George Zaverdas & Mrs. Mary Merkouris 



 

 

 

2020 Year End Financial Update 
 
We want to thank all the parishioners who were able to fulfill their stewardship pledges 

during the year, and those who gave generously through additional donations. St.     

Athanasios ended 2020 with expenses outpacing income by $56,290.  We did an     

excellent job of reducing expenses wherever possible.  Expenses were reported at 

$473,259 vs a budget of $605,953, or 73% of budget. Income was also behind budget 

and reported at $416,969 vs a budget of $606,381 (69% of budget).  The main driver of 

the income shortfall was the church’s full shutdown during the early months of 

COVID-19, limited attendance thereafter and the inability to do any of our normal 

fundraisers (spring food fest, golf outing and fall food fest).  Fundraising events were 

budgeted to generate income of $167,000.  To offset some of the shortfall, the church 

was able to participate in the government issued Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 

which added $28,000 in additional income, as well as the Metropolis COVID Relief 

Fund, which added $10,000 in income.  Although, it was a negative cash flow year, the 

church ended 2020 with excess cash reserves in the bank due to income from prior 

years.   

 

Our 2021 budget as presented at the fall general assembly forecasted a negative cash 

flow of $75,995. As we head into 2021, we continue to control  expenses and seek out 

additional opportunities for income.  For instance, we are close to finalizing a second 

round of government PPP financing which will provide  another $28,000 in relief.  As 

COVID restrictions are reduced, we are hoping  to resume fundraising activities.  

However, at this time there is no clear path to doing this.  We ask that parishioners  

continue to fulfil their stewardship  commitments, and prayerfully consider any other 

ways they can help financially.  We look forward to providing more regular updates as 

we continue into the year.       



 

 

Sacraments and Memorials– February 2021 

Memorials 

1 Year Memorial– Helen Metrou 

3 Year Memorial– Elias Hasapis 

6 Month Memorial– Nancy Gladis 

 

**Note: For memorials scheduled during the COVID-19 Pandemic: you may bring Prosforo 

and Koliva for the blessing, however it cannot be distributed to the parish. Any such food 

related items will need to be returned to the family to bring back home.    

Additional items for memorials: olive oil and wine. Wine may be purchased through              

Oakhurst Liquors in Aurora (Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine). 

Funerals 

Christos Deligiannis 

Paris C. Altidis 

 

“Blessed are those who mourn,  

For they will be comforted” 

-Matthew 5:4 



 

 

The Journey of Great Lent 
By Fr Alexander Schmemann 

When a man leaves on a journey, he must know where he is going. Thus with Lent. Above all, 

Lent is a spiritual journey and its destination is Easter, “the Feast of Feasts.” It is the prepara-

tion for the “fulfillment of Pascha, the true Revelation.” We must begin, therefore, by trying 

to understand this connection between Lent and Easter, for it reveals something very essential, 

very crucial about our Christian faith and life. Is it necessary to explain that Easter is much 

more than one of the feasts, more than a yearly commemoration of a past event? Anyone who 

has, be it only once, taken part in that night which is “brighter than the day,” who has tasted of 

that unique joy, knows it. [...] On Easter we celebrate Christ’s Resurrection as something that 

happened and still happens to us. For each one of us received the gift of that new life and the 

power to accept it and live by it. It is a gift which radically alters our attitude toward every-

thing in this world, including death. It makes it possible for us to joyfully affirm: “Death is no 

more!” Oh, death is still there, to be sure, and we still face it and someday it will come and 

take us. But it is our whole faith that by His own death Christ changed the very nature of 

death, made it a passage — a “passover,” a “Pascha” — into the Kingdom of God, transform-

ing the tragedy of tragedies into the ultimate victory. [...] 

Such is that faith of the Church, affirmed and made evident by her countless Saints. Is it not 

our daily experience, however, that this faith is very seldom ours, that all the time we lose and 

betray the “new life” which we received as a gift, and that in fact we live as if Christ did not 

rise from the dead, as if that unique event had no meaning whatsoever for us? [...] We simply 

forget all this — so busy are we, so immersed in our daily preoccupations — and because we 

forget, we fail. And through this forgetfulness, failure, and sin, our life becomes “old” again 

— petty, dark, and ultimately meaningless — a meaningless journey toward a meaningless 

end. [...] We may from time to time acknowledge and confess our various “sins,” yet we cease 

to refer our life to that new life which Christ revealed and gave to us. Indeed, we live as if He 

never came. This is the only real sin, the sin of all sins, the bottomless sadness and tragedy of 

our nominal Christianity. 

If we realize this, then we may understand what Easter is and why it needs and presupposes 

Lent. For we may then understand that the liturgical traditions of the Church, all its cycles and 

services, exist, first of all, in order to help us recover the vision and the taste of that new life 

which we so easily lose and betray, so that we may repent and return to it. [...] And yet the 

“old” life, that of sin and pettiness, is not easily overcome and changed. The Gospel expects 

and requires from man an effort of which, in his present state, he is virtually incapable. [...] 

This is where Great Lent comes in. This is the help extended to us by the Church, the school 

of repentance which alone will make it possible to receive Easter not as mere permission to 

eat, to drink, and to relax, but indeed as the end of the “old” in us, as our entrance into the 

“new.” [...] For each year Lent and Easter are, once again, the rediscovery and the recovery by 

us of what we were made through our own baptismal death and resurrection. 

A journey, a pilgrimage! Yet, as we begin it, as we make the first step into the “bright sad-

ness” of Lent, we see — far, far away — the destination. It is the joy of Easter, it is the en-
trance into the glory of the Kingdom. And it is this vision, the foretaste of Easter, that makes 

Lent’s sadness bright and our lenten effort a “spiritual spring.” The night may be dark and 

long, but all along the way a mysterious and radiant dawn seems to shine on the horizon. “Do 

not deprive us of our expectation, O Lover of man! 



 

 



 

 

Wooforia is our family owned doggie day care and  

boarding facility striving to be your best friend’s home 

away from home. Our building is designed with the safety 

and comfort of your pets in mind and offers indoor and 

outdoor play areas.  

The Stamatakis family invites you to:  

Visit us at 2051 Mayfield Drive in Montgomery  

Or call us at: (630) 299-3239  



 

 



 

 

 

49 Sugar Ln. Sugar Grove, IL 

60554 

(630) 466-4557 

At route 47 and Junction 30 

Owners:  Moe Procopos and  

Chris Procopos 

4000 Fox Valley Center Dr.  
Aurora, IL. 60504 

www.basilsdining.com 
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