Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Now arriving in December, I can officially celebrate one full year serving as the pastor of
our beloved community. A year ago, I never would have imagined that my time here would
be marked with the challenges and opportunities of ministering in the midst of a worldwide
pandemic, that we would not be in each other’s presence for Pascha, or that the majority of
our interactions would be virtual. In spite of these adversities, I give thanks to God every
day that His divine will brought me to St. Athanasios. In light of closing out my first year of
ministry as your priest and pastor, I would like to share some of my reflections and
observances from the past year.
Our Parish Abounds in Generosity
Throughout the worst months of the pandemic it was clear that the parishioners of St.
Athanasios were supporting one another and our parish, humbly and of their own
motivation. No one has sounded the trumpet before their own giving, but quietly there have
been numerous parishioners who have contacted me offering to support any in the
community who may be adversely effected by the economics of the pandemic. Thus are the
actions of those who have a deep love for their neighbors, and it is humbling to be in the
midst of such generous and selfless hearts.
We are Rooted in the Traditions of the Church
Many in the world are moving away from lived expressions of piety, as if our faith were
something we thought or believed more so than something that is manifest in our actions.
Yet not among the faithful of St. Athanasios. Even now during covid restrictions, our
Liturgies are well attended, our Saints are loved and revered, our fallen asleep brothers and
sisters are memorialized, our hearts are opened in the sacrament of confession. Seeing the
presence of so many young families praying and worshiping within a community that is
rooted in the traditions of the Church reminds me that the Church is eternal. It is ancient,
and it is contemporary.
There is Great Potential
Taken together, those first two observations give me great hope and enthusiasm for the
future of our parish. If the world around us is going to be a place transformed by the
presence of God, it will be so due to the hearts of those here. It will be because our many
new and young families are nurtured in their love for Christ among generations of those
who have maintained a strong connection to the teachings and practices of Christ and His
Church. Regardless of the challenges posed by the coronavirus, with a foundation built
upon this cornerstone, the future of our parish is one that will shine forth the love and light
of God. Thank you for a beautiful year of ministry together in God’s vineyard. I rejoice in
you always. May the joy of the Lord’s nativity resound within our hearts and give hope to
all the world.

Dear Parishioner,
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
I hope that you and your family are doing well! In the ecclesiastical life of the
Church we are currently in the Nativity Fast. May we all have a Blessed
Nativity Fast.
Parish Assembly
We held our Parish Assembly on November 15th via Zoom and a quorum was
obtained. I would like to thank all parishioners that attended and participated in
the Assembly. We went over the finances and also approved the 2021 Budget.
We had a discussion about our elections. In my last article I provided information that was given to us from the Metropolis about either having elections or
postponing the elections. The overwhelming majority voted to postpone the
elections for 2021. With the parishioners in the assembly voting for this, the
Parish Council will vote parishioners to fill in the vacancies.
We do have three vacancies this year that the Parish Council will need to fill. I
would like to take this time and thank Peter Georgopoulos, Dino Dussias and
Kevin Agnos for all their years of hard work, commitment, love and dedication
on the Parish Council and to our beloved Church.
Stewardship
I would like to thank all parishioners that participated on our 2020 Stewardship
Drive and fulfilled their 2020 pledge. Our Stewardship Sunday took place on
November 22nd, and we have also sent out our 2021 Stewardship forms. We ask
that you please fill out this form in its entirety so that we can continue to update
our records in our database.
In closing, I would like to thank all parishioners for their continued love, support
and generosity during this pandemic.
Wishing you and your family a healthy and blessed December, a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Foti Georgopoulos
Parish Council President

When is the liturgy of Saint Basil celebrated and why?
What is the difference between the two liturgies? - J.J.
Since we will celebrate the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil twice in the
next few weeks, this seems like a good time to clarify the difference
between the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil and the Divine Liturgy of
St. John Chrysostom.
We should start off by stating that the title The Divine Liturgy of…
so and so, refers to the author of the prayers that are said during the
Anaphora (or Lifting Up ie the prayers following the Great Entrance
through the Consecration). These prayers were not formalized or
standardized in the first few centuries of Christianity. In the 2nd
century, St. Justin Martyr described the services of the Church and
remarks, “bread and wine and water are brought, and the presider in
like manner offers prayers and thanksgivings, according to his
ability, and the people assent, saying Amen.”1 So in other words,
each bishop prayed however he was moved to pray during the
consecration.
This means that Liturgy could sound different week to week, and
almost certainly church to church. Eventually patterns and
consistency would start to develop as bishops and priests would
imitate the prayers that they heard others using, and once these
bishops and priests started to write down their prayers,
standardization was inevitable.

1

Justin Martyr, 1st Apology, Ch 67

Great figures of the Church like St. John Chysostom and St. Basil were
obvious inspirations to the members of the Church, and it makes sense
that their prayers would be the basis for such standardization. But I
would like to point out that these things are also geographic, because in
Jerusalem they celebrated the Divine Liturgy of St. James; in
Alexandria, the Divine Liturgy of St. Mark; in the West, the Divine
Liturgy of St. Ambrose; and in the East the Divine Liturgy of St. Addai
and Mari. Since St. John Chrysostom was the Patriarch of
Constantinople, and St. Basil was relatively close in Cappadocia, their
prayers became the standard in the Church of Agia Sophia, and from
there spread to the rest of Orthodoxy.
In our current practice, the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil is celebrated ten
times throughout the year: the feast day of St. Basil (Jan 1), the eve of
Theophany (Jan 5), the 5 Sundays of Lent, Holy Thursday, Holy
Saturday, &amp; Christmas Eve (Dec 24). Prior to the 9-10 the century
the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil was the main Liturgy celebrated in Agia
Sophia for all Sundays and major feasts. The Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chysostom was used only on weekdays or for smaller feasts. Yet after
the period of iconoclasm, the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
gradually began to replace St. Basil on feast days and then Sundays. But
celebrations of particular solemnity tend to resist that type of gradual
change. So, the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil stayed firmly planted on
those major feast days. We can see that because even though we now
celebrate the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom on Christmas day,
Theophany day, and Pascha, the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil was so
entrenched that it could not be pushed out and is still celebrated as the
vigil liturgy on the eve of those feasts.

Dear Parishioners of Saint Athanasios,
Our 2021 Stewardship Sunday took place on November 22nd
You should have or will soon be receiving your stewardship commitment
forms in the mail, and we ask that you prayerfully consider your 2021
Stewardship pledge.
As stated in our last article, this year the Parish Council has decided to
eliminate the minimum pledge amount.
Families that are fortunate enough to increase their pledge, please do so; so
that we can cover any shortfalls that we will have in 2021, and to keep our
Church doors open. Our Stewardship goal for 2021 is $350,000.00.
Once you receive your stewardship form, we ask you to complete it in its
entirety. The information that you will provide us on your stewardship
form we will be able to update our records and database and have the
correct information for all our stewards, and to update our Time and Talent
database.
I would like to thank all parishioners that have submitted and fulfilled their
stewardship pledge for 2020, especially under the circumstances.
Wishing you all a blessed month, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!
May 2021 be a blessing for all of us and our Parish!
Foti Georgopoulos
Stewardship Chairman

OCTOBER MEETING
Philoptochos had a wonderful meeting on October 20th. We had
over 20 people join in on zoom to catch up on the latest
activities we have been participating in.
On Sunday November 1st, Philoptochos was happy to sponsor
an Artoclasia service as well as a memorial service on the day of
our patron saints, St. Kosmas and St. Damianos. After liturgy,
we sent parishioners home with a pastry box filled with
specially made baked goods and a cup of hot coffee as our
“coffee hour on the go.”

St. Athanasios Philoptochos Invites You to a Zoom Cooking
Class with CHEF GALE GAND
THURSDAY, DEC. 3, 2020 AT 6:30 PM
Join us for a fun, informative evening with award-winning Chef Gale
Gand. She will be teaching us how to make an appetizer and dessert, just in
time for the holidays!
During our 75-minute private class Chef Gale will offer tips and ideas for
making holiday planning easier. Space is limited to 20 participants, and the
cost is $20. To register, please contact Sue Manos at
suemanos@gmail.com or 630-747-3783.

MEATLESS COOKBOOK
St. Athanasios Philoptochos is embarking on an exciting new
fundraising project; a meatless cookbook! This will be a
collection of recipes that are entirely meatless and many recipes
will be suitable for your Lenten journey. We want you to be a part
of it! If you have a favorite meatless or Lenten recipe to include
in this collection, please share it as we look forward to making
this a community effort. There is no limit on how many recipes to
contribute; however they must be meatless.
Here are the details….
•

Recipes can be sent to St. Athanasios church office. If the
recipe is not entirely yours (meaning if you got it from
another website or social media blog), then you need to cite
the source for copyright purposes.

•

Must be without meat.

•

Provide your name, title of recipe, ingredients, instructions
and a sentence about this recipe (Example: “Great served
with fish” “My Yiayia made this every Sunday night”)

If you have any questions contact Sue Manos
(suemanos@gmail.com), Mary Christofides
(maryc9038@aol.com), or Elli Koulos (ekoulos23@live.com)

VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS WALK
Last call for our Virtual Christmas walk raffle tickets! Tickets are
5 for $10. A portion of the proceeds will go to Aurora Interfaith
Food Pantry. Our drawing will take place on December 5th, 2020
at 11am. Check out all our wonderful prizes in the bulletin or on
our Philoptochos page in the St. Athanasios website.
ANGLE TREE
There is still time to make a child’s holiday brighter by
participating in our Angel Tree. If you are interested in
sponsoring a child in need of Christmas gifts, use this link
https://saintathanasios.theangelgivingtree.org/ and choose a tag
from our Angel tree. But hurry! Gifts need to be back at the
church by 12/4.
MEMORIAL ORNAMENTS
Memorial ornaments are here. Honor your
loved ones by purchasing a beautiful star
ornament to remember them every
Christmas. Ornaments are $5 (one name per
ornament).
Please email Samantha Dulles
at ssdulles@yahoo.com with the name(s) of
the beloved you would like to honor.
Ornaments will be blessed at church during a
memorial service after liturgy on 12/13. You
can either pick ornaments up after church or
we can mail them to you after the service.

ST. ATHANASIOS CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER
This year, add some Orthodox Christmas ornaments, car, icons,
or table top accents to your seasonal décor and support St.
Athanasios in this Christmas fundraising event!
Dahlia Weddings and Baptisms will donate 50% of the price of
the Christmas products to St. Athanasios. Shop at
www.dahliaweddingsandbaptisms.com and click on
Christmas. Use the code STATHANASIOS at checkout and our
church will receive credit for the sale! Orders can be picked up
or shipped to you.
If you have any questions, please contact Terry Jacobson at
info@dahliaweddingsandbaptisms.com or 630-596-6826.

Include an Orthodox gift in your Christmas giving while
supporting our Church.

Although we are living in stressful times due to the pandemic, we
welcome Christmas as the beautiful holiday to celebrate the birth
of our Savior, Jesus Christ, when God became man. During this
time, we can find God in everything we do. Especially at
Christmas when the Baby Jesus was adorned with the gift of
worldwide love, we keep the tradition of gift-giving alive, even
in the simplest forms.
Remember our Bookstore for your holiday needs where we have
icons of the Nativity, lovely ornaments to adorn your Christmas
tree and home, spiritual novels for you and your family, music
CDs, religious jewelry, Bibles and prayer books, children’s
books, puzzles and games, holiday greeting cards, and books in
the Greek language.
If you would like to visit our Bookstore during the week while
adhering to physical distancing requirements, please contact our
Church Office, saintathanasiosoffice@gmail.com or call
630-851-6106. For custom orders or questions, please email Jean
Demas, Bookstore Coordinator,
saintathanasiosbookstore@gmail.com

Champion Food Pantry Message
December 2020
St. Athanasios food pantry donations for these two organizations
are accepted during the following times:
• Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry (1110 Jericho Road
Aurora): Monday, Wednesday &amp; Friday
8:00am to 3:00pm
• Loaves & Fishes (1871 High Grove Lane, Naperville):
Monday – Thursday 8:00am to 5:00pm
Friday 8:00am to 2:00pm and Saturday 8:00am to Noon.
If dropping off here, please ask the volunteer to weigh
our food pantry donation and email Angie Weld.
Any questions, please contact Angie Weld at
aweld75@yahoo.com or Christina Valavanidis at
christina.valavanidis@gmail.com for more information.

For the month of December, we are asking that each parishioner
that attends service to bring the food item listed below. (No
Expired Food or partially opened packaged foods. Please do
not bring toys or pantry items such as flour, sugar, spices,
etc.).
Monthly Food Donation Suggestion

Month
December

Food Item
Soup (canned or boxed)

December Liturgy Calendar
All church services will begin with Orthros at 8:30am followed by Divine
Liturgy at 9:30am, unless otherwise noted below(*). Attendance for church
services require an advanced reservation through the Signupgenius.com website.
Any questions can be answered by calling the church office during business hours
Tuesday-Friday.

Friday, December 4th
St. Barbara & St. John of Damascus

Sunday, December 6th
St. Nicholas

Saturday, December 12th
St. Spyridon the Wonderworker

Sunday, December 13th

Thursday, December 17th
St. Dionysios of Zakinthos

Sunday, December 20th

Thursday, December 24th*
Eve of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
*9:00am
The Great of Hours of Christmas

Friday, December 25th*
*9:30am Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Sunday, December 27th

Memorials & Sacraments-October 2020

Memorials

Theodora Stamatopoulos– 9 Months

Helen Metrou– 9 Months

Steve Bezanis– 40 Years

Wooforia is our family owned doggie day care and
boarding facility striving to be your best friend’s home
away from home. Our building is designed with the safety
and comfort of your pets in mind and offers indoor and
outdoor play areas.
The Stamatakis family invites you to:
Visit us at 2051 Mayfield Drive in Montgomery
Or call us at: (630) 299-3239

49 Sugar Ln. Sugar Grove, IL
60554
(630) 466-4557
At route 47 and Junction 30
Owners: Moe Procopos and
Chris Procopos

4000 Fox Valley Center Dr.
Aurora, IL. 60504
www.basilsdining.com
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