You appeared to the world today, and Your light, O
Lord, has left its mark upon us. With fuller
understanding we sing to You: "You came, You
were made manifest, the unapproachable
light."(Kontakion of Theophany)

God showers forth rain upon
the face of the earth. This water then gathers into streams, flows from
small streams into larger rivers, and from larger rivers into lakes, seas,
and oceans. From there it is reabsorbed into the atmosphere through evaporation, where it will condense into clouds and once again return to the
earth as rain. In this way the entire water supply of our planet is connected.

On January 6th, the Orthodox Church celebrates the Baptism of our Lord
in the Jordan River. The blessed waters of the Jordan fulfill their role in
the earth’s water cycle and sanctify every body of water, large and small.
Being the only sinless one, Christ submits to John for baptism, not to
wash away His own sin, but rather to establish the
sacrament wherein
our sin is washed and we are born anew “of water and the Spirit” (John
3.5).
Christ’s baptism marked the birth of His public ministry. So too,
our baptism marks the birth of a Christian life. It is inaccurate to believe
that we are Christians from the time of our biological birth. We do not
receive that designation until we are converted, or changed, in the waters
of baptism, from a life separated from Christ, to a life united to Him.
Words like “Cradle” or “Convert” when referring to an Orthodox
Christian might be terms of convenience, but betray the reality that we
must all convert our lives in order to live in perpetual unity with God. In
fact, this is the very essence of the message that Christ brings. His first
and foundational teaching, following His baptism is “Repent [the literal
definition of the word meaning to change], for the Kingdom of Heaven
is at hand” (Matthew 4.17). Regardless of when in our lives we are
converted to Christ, the necessity of our continual change and progress
in sanctity remains the same. It is a process that begins at our baptism
and lasts through our final breath.
Moreover, Christ’s command to change and grow in sanctity is
not limited to us apart from the world, over which He gave us dominion.
We are to change and sanctify the world around us as well. For this
reason, the Church celebrates Christ’s baptism with the service of the
Great Blessing of the Water. As we have seen, all water is connected,
and sustains and penetrates every inch of our world. By blessing and
sanctifying water, the Church pours out sanctity upon the world.
We can participate in this sanctification by observing the
tradition of annual house blessings. The task of sanctifying the entire
world seems like a grand task, but is possible when each of us take care
to sanctify the portion of the world that God has entrusted to us. I urge
you to call the Church office and schedule a blessing of your home and
family during the weeks following the baptism of our Lord.
+ Fr. Panagiotis

Dear Parishioners,

Happy New Year!
I hope that you all had a wonder Christmas with your friends and family. A we begin the
New Year, many of us are always asked “What is your New Year resolution?” People will
list many things that they want to do or accomplish as they start the New Year. When
people ask you that question, I ask that you take a moment and also ask yourself, what is my
New Year resolution for my Church? What more can I do for my church? Do I want to
welcome and meet new families that I might not know? Attend more Church services?
Participate in activities, festivals and other events? Be a part of a ministry? Let’s all make a
resolution for all of us to get more involved within our church and to welcome and
introduce ourselves to parishioners so that we can get to know each other!
Ministry Card and Stewardship 2020: Stewardship Sunday was on December 15th.
Thank you to all the parishioners that filled out their stewardship card and ministry card on
the Stewardship Sunday. This year you will see another card in your stewardship envelope
that is new this year. We have talked about this in the past. We have added a Ministry Card.
This is a great way for you to list the Ministries that you are interested in participating in and
also joining. This is where your New Year resolution comes in as I stated above. We will
form a database with all the information that you enter so when we need assistance or if we
are meeting for that particular ministry, it will be a great way for us to update our records as
well. Please take the time to fill out your Ministry Card and your 2020 Stewardship Pledge
card.
Vespers and Feast Day: Join us on January 17th for Great Vespers of our patron Saint
Athanasios, and also for Divine Liturgy on January 18 th. Vespers will begin at 7:00 pm, and
Orthros 8:30 am and 9:30 am Divine Liturgy on the 18 th.
Feast Day Luncheon: This year our feast day luncheon will take place January 26 th 2020.
Did you know that this year we celebrate our 55 th Anniversary? Join us for a delicious meal
and for all of us to celebrate the Feast Day of our Church and to celebrate our 55 th
Anniversary. You can place your reservations with the Church Office or after service in the
St. Matthew Hall.

Wishing you all a very Blessed, Safe and Healthy New Year!
Foti

Philoptochos closed out the year with a wonderful Christmas party at the home
of Sue Manos. We enjoyed a delicious Lenten meal and celebrated the yearend. Thank you to Sue for hosting and to all of the ladies who attended.
Through the generosity of these ladies we collected over $650 in gift cards to
retail and grocery stores that we intend to disperse to the disadvantaged families
of St. Athanasios and the local community.
Special thanks to all of the women who have supported Philoptochos this year
with their time, talents and treasures. We look forward to new beginnings in
2020 and continuing our spiritual growth and philanthropy by serving the needy.

Philoptochos Mission Statement
The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, Inc., is the duly accredited women's philanthropic
society of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. The mission of the Society shall be:
*To help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the unemployed, the
orphaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters, to undertake the
burial of impoverished persons and to offer assistance to anyone who may need the help of the
Church through fund raising efforts; and
*To promote the charitable, benevolent, and philanthropic purposes of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, through instructional programs, presentations, lectures, seminars
and other educational resources;
*To preserve and perpetuate Orthodox Christian concepts and the Orthodox Christian
Family, and through them, to promote the Greek Orthodox Faith and traditions, in accordance with
its doctrines, canons, discipline, divine worship, usages and customs;
*To promote participation in the activities of the Greek Orthodox community, with the
cooperation of the Parish Priest and the Parish Council.
The charitable work of the Society shall be performed with discretion, courtesy and kindness.

For the year of 2019 the St. Athanasios Philoptochos Society has bestowed over
$10,000 to various charities and organizations. The following is a breakdown of
these donations:

St. Athanasios Community
Parish member Shut-ins: $483.57
Grocery cards for needs families: $100
Operation Classroom: (school supplies & monetary donation to Oswego
2nd grade classroom): $200
Hesed House: $150
DuPage Pads: $250
Greek American Rehabilitation Center: $500

Metropolis obligations: $4706
(this includes $1500 to the Children’s Medical Fund & $1300 to St. Basils)
Philoxenia House: $1000
National Philoptochos obligations: $2515
(the bulk of this goes to national organizations such as UNICEF, IOCC,
Mission Priests, and cancer and austism medical funds)
Sponsor a priest from Kenya: $600

Total Donations: $10,554.57

JANUARY SCHEULE OF SERVICES AND EVENTS

Wednesday, January 1st
St. Basil the Great
8:30am Orthros & Divine Liturgy

Friday, January 24th
6:00pm Greek School

Friday, January 3rd
No Greek School

Sunday, January 26th
8:30am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
11:15am St. Athanasios
Feast Day Luncheon

Sunday, January 5th
8:30am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
Sunday School Resumes
Monday, January 6th
Holy Theophany

Thursday, January 30th
Three Holy Hierarchs
8:30am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy

8:30am Orthros & Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, January 7th
St. John the Baptist
8:30am Orthros & Divine Liturgy
Friday, January 10th
6:00pm Greek School resumes
Sunday, January 12th
8:30 Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
Vasilopita Cutting
Friday, January 17th
St. Anthony the Great
8:30am Orthros & Divine Liturgy
6:00pm Greek School
7:00pm St. Athanasios Vespers
Saturday, January 18th
Feast Day of St. Athanasios the Great
8:30am Orthros & Divine Liturgy
Sunday, January 19th
8:30am Orthros

Friday, January 31st
6:00pm Greek School

Liturgical Colors in the Church

The Orthodox Church traditionally uses different colors to mark the seasons of the liturgical year,
certain feast days and other observances. The colors of clergy vestments, altar coverings and cloths on
icon stands (proskynetaria) will often change to offer a visual clue of the season or the feast day.
According to Krista West, the rubrics for which color to use on what day initially provided only “two
distinct categories”: bright and dark (Garments of Salvation, SVS Press, 2013, p. 169). Today, these
categories have expanded, along with our understanding of color, the varieties of color available to us
and the possible combinations of colors in fabrics. Consider the variety possible in the color
red alone, let alone red in combination with other colors. There are local traditions as well. For example, for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14), clergy in Greece and America
often wear green vestments, while clergy in Jerusalem or on Mt. Athos wear red vestments. As a result, there are no universal or fixed practices, only general guidelines.

•

As Fr. Jon Magoulias writes, “the Greek Orthodox Church has no formal order determining
colors for various feast days. Common practice, however, has defined the following colors.” (The Priest as Liturgist, Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco, 2010, p. 20). In the
list that he offers, you can see some of the variations and how the principle of “dark” or “bright”
is being applied:Gold or white for feast days of the Lord (red may be worn for the resurrection)

•
•
•

Blue for feast days of the Theotokos
Red or gold for feast days of the martyrs
Green or gold for Palm Sunday, Pentecost, Monday of the Holy Spirit, the Elevation of the Holy
Cross and the Veneration of the Holy Cross

•

Purple for Lenten services (purple should not be worn on Sundays of Great Lent)

Many people attach symbolic meanings to the colors being used. In these cases, it’s best to consider
the feast or season and its themes or persons and then consider what the color wants us to remember.

Consider how green is used. For Palm Sunday, we can see a connection to the branches brought by
the crowds. For the other feasts where green is often worn, we can see a connection to themes of “life
-giving”: the life-giving cross, the lush themes in the hymns of Pentecost, etc. But we can also see why
red could be worn for the feasts of the cross and Pentecost (or even the feasts of the martyrs): the
shedding of blood, the tongues of fire. Purple is worn during Great Lent to denote the season’s penitential character. However, even during Great Lent, Sundays are still celebrations of the resurrection,
so bright colors are worn instead of purple. Some parishes switch between purple and bright (usually
gold) coverings on the altar table and proskynetaria during Lent on the weekends. White is a paschal
color, associated with themes of baptism, light and joy. This joy is present in all the feasts of Christ.
But red is also appropriate for Pascha as it is a color of royalty, given its richness and boldness. In
icons, the Theotokos is usually dressed in blue. Thus, blue vestments are usually worn on her feasts.
Blue is also often worn on Theophany, reminding us of the blessing of the waters.

ST. ATHANASIOS YOUTH CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING

Our Jr. Goya Christmas Party, held on Dec. 12th, was a
blast! Fifteen kids got together to decorate cookies (and
of course eat them!) and participate in a fun gift exchange.
Jr. Goya wishes everyone a wonderful Christmas season
and looks forward to continuing our activities in January.
Look for details soon!
For those who are new, we hold monthly Jr. Goya events
where we share a meal, enjoy a fun , age appropriate activity, and/or participate in an act of service. Last year we
were blessed to witness the youth of our parish build a
strong connection with each other through faith and fellowship.
Jr. Goya: Grades 6th-8th. Come join us!
For more information contact:
Samantha & Ted Dulles
ssdulles@yahoo.com
312.504.4448

2019 St. Athanasios Sunday School Nativity Pageant

St. Athanasios Bookstore Highlights – January 2020
By Jean Demas and Joanne Collins

Add a visit to our Bookstore every Sunday and before/after special
events as a New Year resolution! For our January Vasilopita cutting to
honor St. Basil the Great with a variety of the traditional sweet breads,
we have bags of coins for purchase that you can insert into your breads
for good luck to the person who receives that piece.
Browse our assortment of beautiful icons and spiritual books to enlighten your New Year. Remember your loved ones also with a thoughtful
gift from our large selection of items on our shelves and in our display
cases.
In the New Year, think about giving your time, talent and treasures by
baking Prospheron for our Liturgy services. Our cookbooks have the
recipe and we have Prospheron baking pans, seals and cloth bags to
transport the bread to church safely. For the January Epiphany, we also
have hand painted Holy Water vessels to place near your icons in your
home.
Below is a list of Saints to pray to for intercession and to purchase these
icons from our Bookstore for your home:

Spiritual Help and Consolation
St. Seraphim of Sarov

Help in Times of Distress

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
St. John of Kronstadt

Finding Lost Items

St. Phanourios the Great Martyr

Meeting a Difficult Situation

St. David the Prophet, Psalmist and King

Holy Unmercenaries and Healers
Sts Cosmas and Damian of Rome

St. Nektarios of Aegina (healer of cancer)

Guilelessness and Simplicity
St. Paul the Simple

To Have a Child

St. Anna, the Mother of the Theotokos
St. Elizabeth, the Mother of St. John the Baptist
St. John Maximovich

Care and Protection of Infants
St. Stylianos

For the Kitchen at Home
St. Euphrosynos the cook

Plan to browse the many other items in our bookstore to help you and
your loved ones begin the New Year including study Bibles, liturgical
CDs, Holy Water vessels, Tamata to hang on icons for special prayer,
crosses, prayer ropes to pray the Jesus Prayer, memory boxes, greeting
cards, and books, icons and puzzles for the children.
Custom orders are available from several of the Monasteries to make special icons in wood, stone or gold leaf in any sizes to meet your spiritual
needs. Please see Jean Demas, Bookstore Coordinator, email
saintathanasiosbookstore@gmail.com or call our Church Office or
stop in soon. Our Bookstore team is ready and waiting to serve

you!

SACRAMENTS/ MEMORIALS/
BLESSINGS

Sunday, December 1st
Baptism of Britley May Bayles
1 Year Memorial for Mary Ann Gavrilys
9 Year Memorial for James Gavrilys

Sunday, December 8th
1 Year Memorial for Dino Loukenas
6 Month Memorial for Maria Lymperopoulou

Sunday, December 22
40 Day Blessing of Panagiotis Kalamaras

Saturday, December 28th
Wedding of Alexandra McAnally & Gavin Tudor

Sunday, December 29
40 Day Blessing of Penelope Piraino

49 Sugar Ln. Sugar Grove, IL
60554
(630) 466-4557
At route 47 and Junction 30
Owners: Moe Procopos and
Chris Procopos

4000 Fox Valley Center Dr.
Aurora, IL. 60504
www.basilsdining.com
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